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Introduction

The suggested aims of this section is for students to learn about Pekapeka’s fish and invertebrate that contribute
to the wetlands biodiversity. Students will have the opportunity to study and identify aquatic species in and

around Pekapeka.

This resource provides information about fish and invertebrate at Pekapeka and includes a list of books and
websites suitable for students to further their knowledge of these, and other species.

Activity sheets can be manipulated and adjusted to suit the intended learning outcomes and photographs can
be used as teacher aids or included in classroom activities, powerpoints and for other curricular activities.

The following activities are based on ‘pre-visit’, ‘on site’ and ‘post visit’ categories and can be chosen according

to ages, levels, interests or needs.

Description

They have long dorsal fins, side fins and
yellow bellies. Their mouths are large,
with small, sandpaper-like teeth

Food

They are carnivorous, eating crustaceans,
fish, snails, insects, worms, crayfish, frogs
and even small birds!

Breeding

Research suggests that the breeding
location is somewhere near Tonga. Once
the eggs hatch into leaf like larvae, they
drift on the ocean currents where they
change into tiny, semi-transparent eels.
They take on a gray-brown colouration,
and are then known as elvers. Eventually
they settle in a lake, swamp, dam or river.
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Adult female
eels release
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million eggs
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Activities
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FIELD DAY ACTIVITIES

» Sketch Pekapeka wetland inlets and outlets or drains » Use Activity Sheet ACT012
running into the wetland. Discuss whether there are
suitable fish culverts and other fish habitats in the
wetland.

Feed the fish/eels and count how many, and what
species you can see.

» Take a sample of water and identify and count the
different invertebrate.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES
Invite a person from Fish & Game to talk about fish species in Hawke’s Bay.

Learn about native and exotic fish present at Pekapeka. What are some bad
features of exotic fish (eg: eat young native fish and compete for food).

Design your own fish passages using the ones you saw at Pekapeka to help.

Make a food web using the species you saw at Pekapeka. Draw the different
species and connect them with wool or string.

Discuss the role of humans in the food web. In the past and now (pollution,
developing roads, restoration).

PEKAPEKA WETLAND PLANTS
NATIVE PLANTS EXOTIC PLANTS

Write a story from a fish or invertebrate point of view.

e.9.Raupo e.g. Wilow

Use the water sample data collected on your field visit to work out the water
quality depending on the types of species you find. Create pie charts or graphs
to show the quantities and different species.

Use Activity Sheets ACT005, ACT 006, ACT011, ACT012
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Additional Resources
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