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Introduction

The suggested aim of this section is for students to learn about Pekapeka wetland specifically. Students will
have the opportunity to study, observe and identify the different attributes in and around Pekapeka that makes
the site so unique. This section covers biophysical, historical and cultural values of the site.

This resource provides information about Pekapeka wetland and includes a list of books and websites suitable
for students to further their knowledge of these and other values.

Activity sheets can be manipulated and adjusted to suit the intended learning outcomes and photographs can
be used as teacher aids or included in classroom activities, power points and for other curricular activities.

The following activities are based on ‘pre-visit’, ‘on site’ and ‘post visit’ categories and can be chosen according
to ages, levels, interests or needs.

Pekapeka is a palustrine wetland (from the Latin word ‘palus’ meaning marsh) with inputs of
groundwater, and surface water from Poukawa Stream. The wetland is part of what used
to be a much larger system covering most of the flat land in the Poukawa basin and outinto

the Heretaunga plains.

Location

Pekapeka wetland is located next to State Highway 2 and the
Palmerston North - Gisborne railway, approximately 12km southwest
of Hastings. It has an area of approximately 90 hectares, is 4.7km
long and 800m wide at its widest point.

Development

This wetland has undergone major hydrological modifications
caused by drainage for farming. This has allowed fast
growing willow trees to grow and increase the rate of
evapotranspiration reducing water levels further. Drier ground
allows weeds to colonise and reduces habitat for fish

Restoration

Pekapeka is currently being rehabilitated as it is now recognised as
a valuable asset in Hawkes Bay for its cultural, historical, ecological

and recreational attributes
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Faultlines
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Activities
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FIELD DAY ACTIVITIES

* While at Pekapeka, make a list of words to describe » Search for the hidden cache at Pekapeka and leave

the wetland. the one you made.
* Draw a picture of Pekapeka and how it looks now. » Take soil samples.

Compare itto historical images. - Use Activity Sheets ACT003, ACT004, ACT00O.
* Find a quiet spot and write a poem about your trip to

Pekapeka.

 Take pictures and/or video.

» . A
o o A o o o DA o 'SKETCHING AT PEKAPEKA
a pap port o oratio ork a apeka
o o » o o
ate a play abo e ory o ekapeka and spread ord abo O O
elp
ake a poste at expla O portant a wetland and ho O prote
A o o o A A A DA )
a a rea 0 oration pro a apeka
A DA A A A A % s ecto o Pkapera wetond Showing s v bt b
a a dra go at yo apeka 00 ano 0 a e Fia m
Doe ave more pirds o alite
O O O O BN O o
ate a yo D deo abo apeka and po O
‘COORDINATES
» o O O o
0 0 dd a o-ordina 0 T
W pms) Xz
. P 1
dergo soll te g to do e type of so at are present at Pekapeka ¥ —to Baqen Nowien
: - Poo N o
eat a cla odel of pekapeka (or draw a pla 0 ale and desig our o ’ . Fwon hewo & o0
a ar pa boardwa e 2 Qoo Fon — 0o
W Lo ey
a A = A 00 A 004 A 009 A 010 A 0 o : 4 e s o ou o
SO ——
2 Ji
s e ACTON7 Pekapeka

gl
N

HAWIE S BAY Pekapeka

REGIONAL COUNCIL WETLAND



%]fﬁ: PEKAPEKA

Additional Resources
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