Introduction

The suggested aim of this section is for students to learn about wetlands in general as well as important
wetlands from within New Zealand and around the world. Students will have the opportunity to study wetlands
and their different functions, sizes and wildlife attributes that make each one of them unique.

This resource provides information about wetlands and includes a list of books and websites suitable for
students to further their knowledge of these, and other wetlands.

Activity sheets can be manipulated and adjusted to suit the intended learning outcomes and photographs can
be used as teacher aids or included in classroom activities, power points and for other curricular activities.

The following activities are based on ‘pre-visit’, ‘on site’ and ‘post visit’ categories and can be chosen according
to ages, levels, interests or needs.

IMG 101

Wetlands are permanently or sometimes wet land, shallow water and water margins.
Wetlands are characterised by the plants and animals that have adapted to living in wet
conditions. Wetlands retain water during heavy water flows and maintain ground water
levels during periods of low rainfall.

Why are wetlands important?

« Wetlands improve water quality by retaining nutrients and trapping
sediment which would otherwise flow into the waterway.

* Wetlands slow down the speed of surface water during a high
rainfall event, which can reduce flooding and erosion. They then
release them slowly like a sponge.

* Wetlands are ecologically important because they provide
unique habitats and breeding grounds, and are important for the
survival of many species of native plants and animals.

« They are used for fishing, shooting, botanising, bird watching
and for water sports
« Wetlands can be of great historic and present importance to

Maori as both a food and medicinal source and for their spiritual
significance

Only 10% of
New Zealand
Wetlands remain,

* They form excellent examples of the functioning of ecosystems for
IMG 100 education.
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Activities

FIELD DAY ACTIVITIES

* While at Pekapeka, make a list of words to describe
the wetland.

* Find different textured wetland items and draw some
of the objects or make rubbings (leaves, bark, stones.)

* Find a quiet spot and write a poem about the wetland.

 Take pictures and/or video
« Use Activity Sheets ACT003, ACT004, ACT009.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

« Visit other wetlands in Hawke’s Bay like Ahuriri estuary, Kahikatea swamp track
and Lake Tutira. Compare them to Pekapeka wetland, how are they similar?
How are they different?

Create a play about the wetland creatures and spread the word about the
world’s wetlands.

BEZdPdRE

Make a poster that explains how important a wetland is and how to protect it.

ACTO0S

Using your observational drawings and rubbings, create a texture collage of the

wetland.

Use Activity Sheets ACT003, ACT004, ACT009, ACT010, ACTO17. EoRbIATES
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Additional Resources
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