KEY POINTS: ] NN

WATER QUALITY
OF RIVERS
AND STREAMS

Changes to council’s surface water quality monitoring
programmes.

The Regional Council now includes fish monitoring in many of its freshwater
quality monitoring programmes. The long term goal is to provide Council with
a good understanding of fish distributions within our region and develop strategies
to improve fish habitat where it is warranted.

Fish are currently being surveyed through a variety of techniques such as night
spot lighting, trapping and electric fishing for state of the environment monitoring,
compliance monitoring and environmental enhancement projects.

CULTURAL HEALTH INDEX

The Cultural Health Index is a water quality assessment that recognises and
expresses Maori values into a grading of stream health. The index was initially
developed in the South Island based on Ngai Tahu perspectives in the Kakanui
and Taieri catchments. Maori indicators used to develop the index include the
shape of the river, water quality, temperature and flow throughout the catchment,
uses of the river, range of fish and edible species, riparian vegetation, use of river
margins, catchment land use, and health of the water.

To give the index a wider application to other New Zealand rivers, the Tukituki
catchment has been targeted to develop the index further. Local iwi have been
discussing with a researcher what indicators are important to them in determining
whether a river is healthy and what sites may have a high cultural value.

A red fin bully commonly found in the Porangahau River Catchment
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