KEY POINTS: LI I

RECREATIONAL
WATER QUALITY

Each summer between November and March, Council checks the
water quality at around 30 of Hawke’s Bay’s most popular swimming
spots. The water can sometimes be unsafe because of the input of
human and animal faecal matter which may carry harmful pathogens
that can cause illness. By testing the water weekly, Council lets the
public know when it’s safe to enter water. Council also gathers
information on the circumstances that cause exceedances of national
guidelines.

Marine water

Marine waters in Hawke's Bay generally have very high water quality,
and any problems tend of be rare and short-lived. During the 2005-
2006 season, Council re-sampled all marine water exceedances to
determine how long water would be unsuitable for recreation following
an exceedance of the guidelines. Re-sampling showed that marine
waters generally returned to levels below guidelines within 24 hours
of any problems occurring.

The sites sampled did not highlight any significant water quality issues
and generally Hawke’s Bay’s marine water quality supports contact
recreation activities most, if not all, of the time.






