KEY POINTS: HEINIEIE In

NATURAL HAZARDS

Hazard events for the year

Natural hazards are extreme natural events that can harm people, property
and the environment and Hawke's Bay was affected by a range of events
during the year, none of which resulted in loss of life but many resulted in
damage, loss of productivity and economic impact.

Earthquakes

There was the usual amount of earthquakes recorded in Hawke’s Bay for the
year, attesting that we are one of the most seismically active regions of New
Zealand. Although we experience earthquakes regularly, only about 1% of
these are big enough to be felt, which is why we rely on seismographs to
record earthquakes. On 31 May 2004 a Magnitude 5.2 earthquake was
located 40 km north of Ta Kaha at a focal depth of 100km and felt along the
east coast including Hawke’s Bay. This was followed by M4.4 and 4.5 events
located south of Wairoa on 2 June 2004.

Storms, Winds & Floods

Rain and strong winds on 23/24 August 2003 had an impact from Wairoa to
Porangahau. Record flood levels, classed as a 5-10 year flood event on some
rivers, were never high enough to be a problem for stopbanks. Nevertheless,
engineering staff were concerned about the impact that floodwaters may have
had on stopbanks, particularly with willow sawfly damaged trees used for
flood protection. High rainfall in the ranges boosted the Ngaruroro River to
its highest flow since Cyclone Bola in May 1988. Many smaller streams
topped their banks and boosted by heavy downfalls of rain, soaked low-lying
orchards, vineyards and farmland.

The flood-swollen Ngaruroro River 24 August 2003
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