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GROUNDWATER

Groundwater Quantity

Water levels

Groundwater levels peaked in early spring to greater than typical and
many wells had record high levels in September 2003. Groundwater
returned to typical in the annual cycle except for lower water levels
than typical in autumn.

The Regional Council measures groundwater levels at 72 wells
throughout Hawke’s Bay. Groundwater levels typically reflect rainfall.
Rainfall is typically greatest in winter with least evaporation, so that
more water percolates through soils and river beds to recharge aquifer
water levels. Conversely, summer rainfall is less, evaporation and water
demand is greatest so water levels decline.

Current water levels in the context of history are shown on the Council’s
website www.hbrc.govt.nz
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