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Cyanobacteria blooms

Cyanobacteria are blue green algae that frequently bloom in aquatic
environments. In lakes they are free floating phytoplankton which can
give rise to a change in colour of the lake, whereas in streams they form
colonies or mats that can smother the stream bed.

Not all cyanobacteria are toxic (e.g. a spirulina drink) but some can be,
if eaten by animals or humans. These blooms are becoming increasingly
recognised as a water management issue and so the Regional Council
has increased its monitoring and research of cyanobacteria algal blooms
in lakes and streams. The Council is working with the Cawthron Institute
to determine what environmental factors may be responsible for limiting
or intensifying some of these blooms.

FIGURE 1. A recent cyanobacteria bloom of Anabaena cf. circinalis created
this type of water colour in Hawke's Bay
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