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THE COAST

Hawke’s Bay has 353 km of coastline. From Whangaehu to Mahanga the region
has a combination of steep coastal cliffs, sandy and gravel beaches, and rock
platforms. The ocean and coast are key elements in the environment.

Coastal monitoring strategy

A Coastal Monitoring Strategy for the region was developed in June 2006. This
document sets out how Council will monitor coastal environments such as
estuaries, sandy beaches, rock platforms and coastal waters, to ensure information
on their state and condition is available.

Coastal water quality

Coastal waters of Hawke’s Bay collect the water that flows down the rivers and
streams, and are therefore the receiving environments of the impacts of land-
based activities. Nutrients from fertiliser, sediments from eroding country, and
pollutants from stormwater and wastewater can all compromise the quality of
coastal waters, and cause changes to the amount and type of species found
there.

In 2005 Council sampled waters in Hawke Bay and Ocean Beach for indicators
of coastal water quality. High nutrient concentrations and low bacteria levels
were characteristic throughout the region, but more sampling is required to
determine whether these results are typical, or due to seasonality or anomalies.
Nearshore coastal water sampling has been added to Council’s state of the
environment monitoring to help provide long-term information on coastal water
quality trends.
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