KEY POINTS:

4 STATE OF OUR ENVIRONMENT

N

RAINFALL PATTERNS
AND RIVER FLOW

Rainfall

Hawke’s Bay experiences climatic extremes with large variations in rainfall
and river flows common as either droughts or floods. In 2006, overall
patterns remained very close to the long term norm for many stations and
most of the region was within 25% of the normal annual total (Figure 1).
Small areas of the coastal zone - Mahia, around Kairakau, and around
Putorino - were slightly drier. The western edge of the ranges was slightly
wetter than normal. The region as a whole was only 8% above its long
term normal rainfall for the year.

Winter rainfalls were slightly higher than normal (Figure 2), particularly
in the south and in the western ranges. Only the Ruataniwha Plains
showed lower than normal rainfall totals. Waikaremoana, Heretaunga
Plains and inland southern areas each received about 30% more than
the expected seasonal totals. The region was affected by a 3 day storm
in late April during which as much as 400 mm of rain fell in the ranges,
particularly in the Ruahines, but only 100-150 mm fell on the Heretaunga
and Ruataniwha Plains.

In summer the central and southern coastal areas were noticeably drier
than the rest of the region although large parts of the region, apart from
the far western ranges, were slightly drier than normal.

FOOTNOTE
Normal rainfall is represented in the figures as 100%. <100 is below normal, >100 is above normal.






