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Flooding damage to farm property, February 2004

RAINFALL PATTERNS
AND RIVER FLOW

Rainfall

In a region renowned for the variability of its climate, in 2003-04 it was the turn
of rainfall and floods to dominate rainfall and river patterns. In February 2004 two
air masses collided and brought torrential downpours of rain over much of the lower
North Island. Hawke’s Bay was spared the widespread devastation experienced by
the Manawatu/Rangitikei region over the Ruahine ranges to the west, but the rainfalls
received in the south of the region were enough to cause major flooding in the
Porangahau catchment.

Amounts of rain received in a 24 hour period in southern Hawke's Bay, February 15-16 2004
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