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AIR QUALITY

Fine particle pollution in cities

Air quality in the Hawke’s Bay region is generally good. However, as reported
in previous years, an air quality issue of concern is the high levels of fine particles
(called PM1) in Hastings and Napier, particularly on calm winter nights.

The Regional Council monitors PM1q levels continuously at St Johns College
in Hastings, and Marewa Park in Napier. Data from these 2 sites are used to
report on compliance with the new National Environmental Standards (NES)
for air quality. The NES requires that, by the year 2013, PM1q levels do not
exceed an average of 50 ug/m?3 each day any more than one day per year. Data
for 2006 are summarised in Figure 1.

FIGURE 1. Monitored PMjq levels in Napier and Hastings in 2006, showing current gazetted
airsheds, and the area predicted to exceed the NES ambient PMyq standard of 50 ug/m?3
['Alert" levels (in red) are days that exceeded the standard of 50 ug/m3]

! Data before 2006 in Hastings and before April 2005 in Napier are derived from manual filter monitoring
methods, which were carried out every third day. The number of exceedance days reported here are therefore
14 srare oF OUR ENVIRONMENT 'pro-rata’ to give the equivalent number of days to enable comparison with the continuous data now produced.






