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LAND AND
BIODIVERSITY

Land

As outlined in the five yearly State of the Environment Summary 1998-2003
there is limited direct monitoring of land conditions for SOE purposes as the
issues are very complex and difficult to measure systematically. Erosion by
wind and water continue to be a key issue of land uses in Hawke’s Bay.
Increasing attention is being paid to enhancement of wetland systems,
particularly as a way to improve downstream water quality.

Wetlands

Wetlands are an integral part of the Hawke’s Bay environment, providing a
valuable role including moderating extremes in water flows, filtering pollutants
and excess nutrients, and providing habitat to a number of rare and threatened
species. However these areas are also vulnerable to threats from drainage,
diversion of water, discharges, stock access, and invasion by plant and animal
pests.

In 2004 surveys were undertaken at two estuaries, the Tukutuki and Waitangi
Estuaries, and two lake sites, Oingo and Runanga, to determine the effectiveness
of Council’s wetland enhancement programme. Wetlands were monitored
for changes in the abundance and diversity of native vegetation and fauna,
the level and quality of the water, and for the presence or absence of any pest
species.

The condition and trends of the wetlands monitored are listed below. The
stable to improving trend in wetland condition indicates that increases in
condition may occur as the enhancement process progresses.

Low - Medium
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Tukituki Estuary

Stable -Improving

Waitangi Estuary

Low - Medium

Stable -Improving

Lake Oingo

Medium

Stable

Lake Runanga

Medium

Stable -Improving







