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THE COAST

In a region bordered by 353km of diverse and unique coastline, it is little
wonder that many aspects of our day-to-day lives involve some interaction
with the coastal environment. Undulating cliffs, sandy and gravel beaches,
estuaries, salt marsh, and intertidal rock platforms are just some of the features
in our coastal area, and these habitats support a vast array of bird, plant,
animal and marine life, and have a high recreational value.

Is it safe to swim?

In the 2004/05 summer swimming season, water quality was tested at 12
beaches, 7 rivers, 7 estuaries/lagoons and 1 lake each week and Council, via
the Public Health Unit, provided the public with up to date information
regarding the relative health risk associated with contact recreation (swimming
etc) at these locations.

Generally, Hawke’s Bay coastal beaches have excellent water quality with
several beaches, Mahanga, Kairakau, Porangahau, and Ocean Beach, having
100% compliance with water quality guidelines. The rivers also have good
water quality but many exceeded the guidelines on at least one occasion,
usually after periods of heavy rain.

Waipatiki Lagoon and Puhokio Stream at Waimarama Beach exceeded the
guidelines on a number of occasions throughout the season. Runoff from the
rural catchments surrounding these sites, and poorly operating septic tanks
can contribute to poor water quality in these lagoons.

Summer swimming at Ocean Beach
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