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  Chapter 9 (Glossary) 
  Regional Resource Management Plan Change 2: Air Quality 
  (As amended by Council Decisions – 17 March 2010) 

Add or amend the following definitions in RRMP Chapter 9 (Glossary): 
 
9.9A Airshed 
 means 

a) the region of a regional council excluding any area specified in a notice under (b) 
b) a part of the region of a regional council specified by the Minister for the Environment by a notice in the Gazette to be a separate airshed. 

Maps of airsheds gazetted under (b) are incorporated by reference in Schedule XIII. 
 

9.56A Diesel 
 means a refined petroleum distillate having a viscosity and distillation range intermediate between those of kerosene and light fuel oil, whether or 

not it contains additives, intended for use as fuel in internal combustion equipment and external combustion equipment, but excludes re-refined oil 
and used oil or waste oil. Diesel must have properties that conform to the limits specified in Schedule 3 of the Petroleum Products Specifications 
Regulations 1988, when tested by the methods specified in that Schedule. 
 

9.83A Existing industrial or trade premises 
 means an industrial or trade premises in the Napier Airshed or Hastings Airshed that is operating subject to a resource consent for the discharge of 

PM10 to air at 1 September 2013.  
 

9.84A External combustion 
 means a fuel combustion process that is not internal combustion, but utilises a heat furnace primarily to generate thermal energy.  External 

combustion typically involves fully aspirated burning of the fuel to heat another fluid such as water (for steam), other exchange liquids or gases, air 
directly, or any component or part of a process that requires thermal energy.  Unlike internal combustion, mechanical energy from external 
combustion can only be generated indirectly, by the furnace heating a fluid within a closed circuit – typically utilising phase change of the heated 
fluid between liquid and gas to generate physical motion, such as via a steam turbine driven by a boiler/cooler circuit. 

 
9.92A    Freestanding Burner 
 Means an appliance designed to be installed as a solid fuel burner in all areas of a residential dwelling except in a concrete or masonry fireplace or 

recessed into a building structure or fitting. 
 
 

9.95A Greater Region Airshed 
 means an airshed covering those parts of the region which have not been specified by the Minister for the Environment in a notice In the Gazette to 

be a separate airshed. 
 

9.103A Hastings Airshed 
 means an airshed specified by the Minister for the Environment by a notice in the Gazette over the Hastings urban area and surrounds for the 

purposes of managing local ambient air quality.  The area covered by the Hastings Airshed is incorporated by reference in Schedule XIII , and 
comprises Airzone 1 and Airzone 2. 
 

9.103B Hastings Airshed Airzone 1 
 means the area of the Hastings Airshed covered by Airzone 1 as shown in Schedule XIII. 

 

9.103C Hastings Airshed Airzone 2 
 means the area of the Hastings Airshed covered by Airzone 2 as shown in Schedule XIII. 

 

9.106A Heavy fuel oil 
 means the residual fuel oil remaining after light fuel oil and the lighter fractions have been removed from crude oil during the refining process. 

Heavy fuel oil is more dense and viscous and has a higher sulphur content than light fuel oil. 
 

9.110A Incinerator 
 means a device that is capable of burning solid fuel and waste, but the combustion is not able to be controlled and is not totally enclosed. 

 

 
9.115A Insert burner – no wetback 
  Means a solid fuel burning appliance designed to be installed in a fireplace or a suitably flued masonry enclosure, but not connected to the hot 

water supply system within a residential dwelling. 
 
9.115B Insert burner – wetback  
 Means a solid fuel burning appliance designed to be installed in a fireplace or a suitably flued masonry enclosure and is connected to the hot water 

supply system within a residential dwelling. 
 
 
9.118A Internal combustion 

means a fuel combustion process within an engine in which mechanical energy is produced by the explosion of a fuel-and-air mixture within the 
engine (either within cylinders in the case of engines powered by fuels like petrol or diesel, or within gas turbines in the case of jet engines).  While 
the primary purpose of an internal combustion process is to convert the energy from combustion of the fuel directly into mechanical energy, note 
that a significant proportion of the energy is also converted to waste heat. 
 

9.129A Kerosene 
 means a highly refined fuel, also known as paraffin oil, used whenever a pure, low contamination liquid fuel is required, as in certain types of lamps, 

and domestic heating devices and industrial fuel burning equipment. Kerosene fuels are a clear, colourless hydrocarbon liquid and are 
characterised by low volatility and moderately high flash points which make them difficult to ignite and burn cleanly without preheating. 
 
 



  Chapter 9 (Glossary) 
  Regional Resource Management Plan Change 2: Air Quality 
  (As amended by Council Decisions – 17 March 2010) 

9.130A kW (kilowatt) 
 means a measure of power (the rate at which work is being done) where 1 kW = 103 (1000) Joules per second. 

 

9.137A Light fuel oil 
 means residual oil of grade No. 5 or less (as described in USEPA Chapter 1 of the Compilation of Air Pollutant Emission Factors, AP-42, (January 

1995) Fifth Edition, Volume I: Stationary Point and Area Sources), and contains less than 2% sulphur by weight. This does not include distillate oils 
such as kerosene and diesel. 
 

9.137B Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
 means butane, propane or a mixture of the two. 

 

9.155A Multi-fuel burner 
 means a small scale fuel burner designed to burn more than one type of solid fuel. 

 

9.155B MW (megawatt) 
 means a measure of power (the rate at which work is being done) where 1 MW = 106 (1 million) Joules per second, or 1000 kW. 
 
9.154A Modified NESAQ compliant burner:  

means a small scale solid fuel burner that meets the requirements of Part C Schedule XII after modification, and is specifically included on an 
approved modified burner list1. 
 

9.155C Napier Airshed 
 means an airshed specified by the Minister for the Environment by a notice in the Gazette over the Napier urban area and surrounds for the 

purposes of managing local ambient air quality.  The area covered by the Napier Airshed is incorporated by reference in Schedule XIII, and is made 
up of comprises Airzone 1 and Airzone 2. 
 

9.155D Napier Airshed Airzone 1 
 means the area of the Napier Airshed covered by Airzone 1 as shown in Schedule XIII. 

 

9.155E Napier Airshed Airzone 2 
means the area of the Napier Airshed covered by Airzone 2 as shown in Schedule XIII. 
 

9.155D National Ambient Air Quality Standard 
 means a standard specified under the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards Relating to Certain Air Pollutants, Dioxins, and 

Other Toxics) Regulations 2004. 
 

9.158A Natural gas 
 means a mixture of naturally occurring hydrocarbons that are gaseous under normal conditions of temperature and pressure, comprising methane 

and small amounts of ethane, propane and other gases. 
 

9.158B NESAQ 
 refer to National Ambient Air Quality Standard. 

 

9.158C NESAQ compliant burner 
 means a small scale solid fuel burner that meets the requirements in Schedule XII, and is specifically stated on an approved burner list.2 

 

9.170A Open fire 
 means a fireplace or similar device installed in, or attached to, any building which is capable of burning solid fuel, but where the combustion is not 

totally enclosed. 
 

9.171A Outdoor burning 
 means the combustion of any material in the open air, other than in purpose-built fuel burning equipment designed to control the combustion 

process. Outdoor burning includes the use of any fire, or bonfire or burning in drums and backyard rubbish incinerators, but does not include the 
burning of fuels in hangi and barbeques for food cooking purposes.3 
 

9.172A Particulate matter 
means solid and aerosol matter that exists in the atmosphere.  For the purposes of this Plan, it includes smoke, deposited particulates, suspended 
particulates, respirable particulates and visibility-reducing particulates. Particles range in size from 100 microns down to aggregation of molecules. 
Particulate matter that is less than 10 microns in aerodynamic diameter is referred to as PM10. 
 

9.172A Pellet burner 
 means any small-scale solid fuel burning appliance that burns only wood pellets fuel pellets of compressed wood sawdust, and where the pellets 

and air are mechanically delivered to an enclosed combustion chamber at a controlled rate. ‘Pellet burner’ and ‘pellet fire’ have the same meaning. 
 

9.176A PM10 
 means particulate matter that is less than 10 microns in aerodynamic diameter (ie: less than 0.01mm diameter). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 A list of approved modified burners (i.e those burning appliances that have been modified to comply with the NESAQ) is available from the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council 

on request. 
2 A list of approved burners (ie: those burning appliances that comply with the NESAQ) is available from the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council on request. 
3 NOTE:  The NESAQ contains clauses prohibiting the burning of certain materials in the open and overrides rules contained elsewhere in this Plan. 
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9.216A Small-scale fuel burner 
 means any fuel burning equipment which burns solid fuel, diesel, oil or other liquid fuels for cooking, space or water heating or other purposes, 

where the net heat output from the combustion is not greater than 70 kilowatts (kW) for any gaseous or liquefied gaseous fuel, or not greater than 
40 kW for any other fuel. 
 

9.216B Small-scale pellet burner 
 refer to pellet burner. 

 

9.216C Small-scale solid fuel burner 
 means fuel burning equipment with a heat generation of up to 40 kilowatts (kW), in which solid fuel is burnt for heating or cooking, and is primarily 

used in dwellinghouses. It includes (but is not limited to) appliances for interior space heating in buildings, such as wood burners, pellet burners, pot 
belly and domestic ranges and stoves, water heaters or central heating units, multi-fuel burners, and similar appliances, but excludes small-scale 
devices used for smoking food. For the purposes of this Plan, a small-scale solid fuel burner does not include an incinerator or an open fire. 
 

9.219A Solid fuel 
 means a solid substance that releases useable energy when burnt (e.g. wood, manufactured fuel pellets, coal and its derivatives). 

 

9.222A Stack 
 refer to Chimney. 

 

9.245A Thermal efficiency 
 means the ratio of useable heat energy output to energy input. 

 

9.253A Vegetative matter 
 means any tree branches, roots, leaves, grass cuttings, seed pods, stalks and stubble (stems), prunings, wood and similar organic plant material.   

 

9.260 Waste oil 
means oil that has been utilised for a process (typically lubrication, either in internal combustion engines or moving parts to minimise component 
wear) that results in contaminants building up in the oil.  Contaminants may include heavy metal particles, combustion by-products, fuel and used 
additives.  Note: while some ‘purification’ processes may result in the removal of a number of these contaminants, the oil even though described as 
‘processed waste oil’ is still defined to be waste oil because the removal is often only partial. 
means any petroleum or synthetically derived oil that has been used or contaminated during storage, handling or use, but does not include oil that 
has been re-refined or purified to remove hazardous contaminants. 
means a petroleum or synthetically derived oil which has been used or contaminated during storage, handling or use. 
 

9.272A Wood burner 
 means a small-scale solid fuel burner that burns wood, but does not include: 

(a) an open fire; or 
(b) a multi-fuel burner, a pellet burner, or a coal burner; or 
(c) wood fired cooker a stove that is designed and used for cooking which is heated by burning wood. 

 

9.272B Wood pellets  
means individual pellets of between 6 mm and 8 mm in diameter and a maximum length of 38 mm made from wood shavings or sawdust bonded 
together by the woods natural resins though the process of pelletisation. Wood pellets made using wood, wood shavings or sawdust that has been 
treated with preservatives or impregnated with chemicals (except for negligible amounts of antisapstain where the concentration of copper in any 
one wood pellet does not exceed 3 mg/kg, and the concentration of chlorine does not exceed 10 mg/kg) are excluded from this definition. 

 
9.273 Wood fired cooker 

means a wood fuelled cooking appliance containing an oven of not less than 20 L capacity and a hot plate and is specifically included on an 
approved wood fired cooker list4.  A ‘wood fire cooker’ does not include a pot belly, chip heater or a wood burner. 

 
 
 

                                                
4 A list of approved wood fired cookers (i.e. those appliances that comply with the definition of ‘wood fired cooker); is available from the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council on 
request. 




