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THE COAST

Swimming, surfing, kayaking, or paddling, walking along the beach, exploring
the rock pools, fishing or diving: we frequently come into contact with our
coastal environment. Bordered by 353km of diverse and unique coastline, from
dramatic sea cliffs, sandy and gravel beaches, to intertidal rock platforms and
estuaries, Hawke’s Bay is a region that offers considerable opportunities for
coastal activities.

Coastal water quality

Water quality is tested at popular beaches, rivers and lakes throughout Hawke’s
Bay each summer to provide information to the public about the relative health
risks associated swimming at these sites.

ABOVE: Suitability for Recreation Grades for recreational water quality sites 2004/05. Grades in
italics indicate interim grades where not enough data has been collected to achieve a full grade.
Our confidence in these grades is lower than for those that have been fully graded.
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