KEY POINTS: OO0

LAND AND
BIODIVERSITY

Land issues

A major issue for sustainable management of land is the right choice of land
use for a particular type of land. Decisions about land use are critical, not
just for immediate business viability but also for longer-term economic
viability, and to maintain the land resource and minimise off-site effects.
Key aims of sustainable land use and management are to ensure that soil
loss is minimised, and soil quality and water resources (groundwater and
surface water) are maintained in a healthy state over the longer term.

Land varies substantially across the region in terms of its capability to support
particular land uses. Flat land with high quality soils, if well managed, can
support a wide range of land uses, but steep hill country is far more limiting,
sometimes so much so that the only option is conservation or retirement.

Hawke’s Bay Regional Council periodically assesses land use sustainability
throughout the region, by matching recent satellite imagery of land use
information (the national Land Cover DataBase) to a Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) database called the Land Resource Inventory (LRI)'. The
technique assesses the match between the land use information and the
Land Use Capability (LUC) units from the LRI.

This report is a second assessment that follows Council’s initial assessment
in 1997 (HBRC, 1997). The 1997 report used the first national Land Cover
DataBase” (LCDB1) as its source of land use information. This second
assessment repeated the exercise using LCDB2, released in 2005.

The results from the assessment are summarised in Table 1, and the distribution
of results through the region is illustrated in Figure 1 (see next page).
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