KEY POINTS: HEEIN n

AIR QUALITY

How is our air?

The Hawke’s Bay region generally enjoys good quality air. An exception is fine
particle pollution that occurs in urban areas on cold, still winter nights. The
focus of Council’s air quality monitoring programme is on fine particulate matter
less than 10-micron in diameter (PM1¢). Some localised pollution incidences
also occur, such as agrichemical spraydrift and odours.

PM,o in Napier and Hastings

Hawke’s Bay Regional Council has been monitoring PM1q in Napier since
2000. However, 2005 was the second year of the Council’s new PM1g monitoring
programme incorporating permanent state-of-environment monitoring sites in
Napier and Hastings.

This report focuses on comparisons between data in the first and second years
of the programme. Daily average PM1¢ data from January 2004 to August 2005
are shown in Figure 1, while annual average PM1( data for a similar period are
summarised in Table 1. Daily measurements are recorded as micrograms per
cubic metre or ug/m3.
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