
Farmers in Hawke’s Bay are making some big decisions as they 
consider signing up to take water from the Ruataniwha Water 
Storage Scheme.

The Scheme is one element of a long term water management strategy for the 
Tukituki Catchment in Hawke’s Bay. It is aimed at delivering intergenerational 
environmental, cultural, social and economic benefits to a region where 
climate change forecasts predict a significant drying and warming trend.

With approximately 70% of the minimum threshold of water uptake required 
to build the scheme in the contracting phase, a range of farmers and 
horticulturists are signing up, reflecting a range of land uses.

Irrigation a learning opportunity for Smedley Station 

The Ruataniwha Water Storage Scheme offers Smedley Station two key 
benefits. The ability for the large farming operation to expand on what it does 
on the land now, as well as provide further valuable learning opportunities for 
the farm training cadets who come to the station to launch their rural careers.

Smedley Station Advisory Board Chairman Pat Portas says they’ve signed 
up to take water from the scheme to irrigate around 60 hectares of land.  
Mr Portas says they’ll be using it as a training opportunity for their cadets.

“Irrigation is the way forward in farming and we want to be able to give our 
cadets a chance to gain hands-on experience,” says Mr Portas. He says it’s 
currently a sheep, cattle and deer farm, but the Ruataniwha water will open 
up more options.

“We have no plans to get into dairying, we want to add value to our existing 
operations through finishing lambs and cattle. There may even be opportunities 
for cropping under the irrigator.”

Mr Portas says they’re taking a long term intergenerational view of the 
Ruataniwha Scheme which they believe will add sustainability to the land 
in the irrigation footprint. Meanwhile, with his rural real estate agent hat on 
Pat Portas says there’s plenty of discussion in the community about what the 
Ruataniwha Water Storage Scheme could do for farms.

“Some farmers are looking at selling with a water contract, others have 
family poised to come home and take over the farm, while others are looking  
at keeping their land and leasing it out. The scheme offers plenty of choices 
to farmers.”

For more information visit www.hbrc.govt.nz - keyword Ruataniwha
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