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Advice for individuals on carrying out urgent works in response to Cyclone 
Gabrielle and compliance with conditions of consent.  
 
Who is this advice intended for?  
Section 330 and s330B of the RMA allows specified agencies, such as local and consent 
authorities, network utility operators, lifeline utilities and persons in charge of public works, 
to undertake emergency works without the need to first obtain any required consents. This 
advice is for people who are not covered by Section 330 of the RMA (not specified agencies) 
and who need to undertake work HBRC has prepared separate advice for works under s330 
and s330B of the RMA.  
 
Many properties have been affected by Cyclone Gabrielle and owners/managers will already 
be working to repair damage to their businesses and farms. This may include damage to 
roads and accessways or fences, and to infrastructure such as bores, culverts and bridges. 
Many of these actions will be to repair or replace things that are or were already in place. 
There will be operations that may not be able to currently function as normal. They may 
temporarily be operating in a manner that is not compliant . This may include industrial sites 
and farms flooded by water and choked with silt, or farms that have lost fencing to exclude 
stock, or farms that have damaged effluent ponds or silt covering crops or vines. We 
understand that it may take some time to clear and reinstate these activities, and that this 
will vary on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Non compliance with existing consents  
People who hold existing consents who are struggling to meet compliance requirements 
due to damaged infrastructure are advised to contact HBRC compliance staff who will 
provide advice on meeting the requirements of existing consents and on appropriate 
timeframes for achieving this.  
We ask consent holders to develop a plan to restore the functionality of damaged 
infrastructure when practicable to do so and that efforts will be made to minimise any 
environmental damage in the interim. What is considered practical and appropriate 
mitigation will vary from farm to farm and business to business.  
During this period of interruption of normal operations, we will consider the need to meet 
conditions of consent on a case-by-case basis  
 
If you cannot obtain consent before starting works (retrospective consenting)  
Given the circumstances, we understand that there will be a need to progress with some 
work before gaining the necessary resource consents. This approach should be taken only 
where necessary to directly support recovery from the cyclone and not for ‘new’ activities 
or works. HBRC will be willing to accept applications for resource consents retrospectively 
(after the fact) for these types of activities.  
We recommend that any industries or farmers needing to carry out works that may require 
resource consent contact the consents team at HBRC. HBRC consents will confirm the need 
for any resource consents and clarify timeframes for obtaining these where necessary. 


