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HAWKES BAY REGIONAL COUNCIL & HASTINGS DISTRICT COUNCIL 

HEARING OF RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATIONS BY ‘THE TE MATA MUSHROOM COMPANY LTD’ 

DIRECTIONS OF COMMISSIONER HEARING PANEL: No.2 

 

Having undertaken an initial review of the application, evidence and officer reports we have decided to 

issue directions pursuant to our powers under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), primarily s41C 

of the RMA. 

Accordingly, we make the following directions:  

1. For all parties: Some of the air quality experts have indicated that they have not seen the site 

and/or have not seen the site since changes were made (e.g. installation of conveyor).  

We request all air quality experts visit the site before the Hearing. The applicant is to provide 

assistance in this regard. 

2. For all parties: Submitters have raised the risk of legionella bacteria in particular Legionella 

longbeachae, which is associated with soils and compost, to be discharged to air. To date the 

applicant and councils have not provided any evidence on this issue in terms of potential offsite 

effects. 

We flag with all parties that we do wish to see this matter addressed during the Hearing and we 

invite the Hawke’s Bay District Health Board to provide evidence on this matter. 

3. For the applicant: Condition 7 of the existing air discharge consent (DP100128A) requires an 

odour management plan be adhered to at all times.  

Please provide a copy of the current odour management plan. 

4. For the applicant: Wind roses in the air quality assessment prepared by Ms Freeman (dated 

December 2016) are prepared using different scales. This means we cannot compare like with like 

when reviewing available meteorological data.  

We request separate wind roses from Whakatu, Arataki and the CALMET file that are:  

 Prepared with the same scale; and then also 

 Overlaid onto aerial photos (also at the same scale). 

We note separate wind roses are provided (using different scales) in Appendix B of Ms Freeman’s 

evidence. For the avoidance of doubt, we are requesting these be redrawn at the same scale with 

no exploded insert box.  

5. For HBRC: The Air Quality Joint Witness Statement dated 21 May 2019 identified two outstanding 

pieces of information that were required prior to going to Hearing: 

(i) “A review of the most recent odour complaints comparing date and times with activities” – 

A review of complaints was provided in Appendix 4 of the HBRC s42A report.  
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We request an additional Figure (similar to Figure A4.4 at page 75 of HBRC s42A report) 

showing total complaints 2013-2019 (only) by day of week.   

We further request a FIDOL analysis be provided that provides information on the 

frequency of odours, the duration of odours, reported intensity and location in relation to 

site activities.  

(ii) “Appropriate engineering information on the extraction and treatment system and how 

the proposed system would work” – Information was provided in a s92 response dated 9 

July 2019 and has been commented upon by the applicant’s air quality expert Ms 

Freeman. HBRC’s air quality expert Mr Curtis, at [82], has offered to provide us with 

supplementary evidence to address this at the Hearing.  

We would like to request Mr Curtis provide this supplementary evidence, as well as offer 

the other air quality experts Ms Simpson and Mr Backshall, the opportunity to provide 

supplementary evidence, on the recently provided information. (The applicant’s air quality 

expert Ms Freeman has provided comment in her evidence dated 17 July 2019). 

6. For HBRC: We wish to see the location of the HBRC met station either before/after the site visit. 

7. For HDC: We request A3 colour copies of the following Figures from the HDC s42A report: 

 Figure 4 – Site Plan showing existing, consented and proposed buildings and hardstand 

areas 

 Figure 5 – Location of site with 500 m and 1,000 m distances from composting area 

 

 

 

Dated this 19th day of July 2019 

 

Bill Wasley                                                                                                                                                               

Commissioner Chair, on behalf of the Hearing Panel       

                           


