
 

 

Hearing Panel  

Date of Report: 4 October 2019 

Date of hearing re-commencement: 11 October 2019 

 

Applicant: The Te Mata Mushroom Company Ltd  

Activity Type: Discretionary  

Notification Type: Publicly Notified 

Application Number and Activities: See Table 1 (below) 

 

Table 1: Consent Sought by the Applicant  

Consent 
No’s 

Purpose  Property Address 

DP160229A To discharge contaminants to air from a composting and 
mushroom growing operation and associated activities.  

174-176 Brookvale 
Road, Havelock 
North.  

 

1. REPORT STATUS, AUTHOR AND FORMAT 

 
1. This report is a section 42A report prepared under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA). 

It provides an assessment and recommendations on the application made by The Te Mata 

Mushroom Co. Ltd (TMMC). This section of the RMA allows for provision of a report to the 

decision maker on a resource consent application and allows the decision-maker to consider the 

report at the hearing.  

2. This second s42A report was requested by the hearing panel in their direction dated 23 

September 2019 (Direction no. 7).  This follows on from an amendment to the application that 

has been put forward by the applicant and which sets out a pathway that will lead to the Phase 1 

and Phase 2 composting processes being totally enclosed within 30 months from the consent 

commencing.   

3. I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses in the Environment Court Practice Notes 

(2014). I agree to comply with this Code of Conduct. This report is given within my area of 

ASSESSMENT OF RESOURCE 

CONSENT APPLICATION -  
UPDATED S.42A OFFICER’S 

REPORT 



expertise. I have not omitted to consider material facts known to me that might alter or detract 

from the opinions that I express. 

4. In preparing this report I have referred to technical advice from Mr Andrew Curtis, Technical 

Director – Air Quality at AECOM. Mr Curtis provided evidence on the proposed total enclosure 

pathway, which is attached as Appendix 1.   This evidence was provided before Ms Freeman’s 

evidence, and before the comments from other air quality experts was received on 26 September 

2019. 

5. This planning report is presented as follows:  
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Summary of Approach to Recommendation  

6. This report follows on from an initial hearing phase conducted between 31 July and 2 August 

2019. My recommendation, based on the proposal at that time, was to refuse the consent.   

7. The applicant was granted leave by the Panel to propose an amendment to the proposal.  This 

amendment outlines an approach that would see the Phase 1 and 2 composting processes totally 

enclosed within 30 months from the commencement of consent.  This proposal was set out in the 

following documents:  

a. Memorandum of counsel for the Te Mata Mushroom Company Ltd in response to 

Direction of Commissioner Hearing Panel: No. 3, 30 August 2019 (“TMM: Pathway to 

Total Enclosure”).  



b. Memorandum of counsel for the Te Mata Mushroom Company Ltd in response to 

Direction of Commissioner Hearing Panel: No. 3, 2 September.  

c. Evidence of Tracey Freeman dated 17 September 2019.  

8. The key remaining issues that I have identified, and which are the focus of this report are:  

a. The timing and speed of the proposed upgrades.  

b. The effects that will occur before completion of the upgrades 

c. The likelihood that the completed upgrades will prevent offensive and objectionable odour 

from occurring beyond the property boundary.  

d. The proposal to increase production prior to completion of the upgrades.  

e. The need for monitoring of odour effects.  

f. The lack of design detail and specifications, and ability to require this through consent 

conditions.  

g. Duration of consent.  

9. Recommended consent conditions have been prepared. These conditions are provided as 

Appendix 2 and may be further refined after the expert caucusing and through the hearing if the 

application is to be granted.  

10. The air quality experts have been asked to conference again. This will occur in the week prior to 

the hearing, and some of the issues listed above will be discussed by the experts.  The outcome 

of the expert conferencing may alter some of my recommendations, and I will update these as 

necessary at the hearing on 11 October 2019.   

2. DETAILS OF THE PROPOSAL 

11. The details of the proposal are set out in full in my original s42A report.  However, the proposal 

was amended considerably over the course of the hearing and since the hearing was adjourned.  

The key changes are as follows:  

a. Maximum production of 350 tonnes per week (reduced from 500 tonnes per week) 

b. Bale dunking has been trialled and has now been incorporated into the composting 

process. This replaces the proposal for bale spiking.   

c. A hopper and conveyor system is in use, and compost is no longer placed outside in 

a windrow for turning prior to being transferred to the Phase 2 tunnels.  

d. Phase 1 to Phase 2 transfer process now occurs on Wednesday, reducing the length 

of time compost activities occur on a Tuesday.   



e. Amended the nature and staging of the proposed mitigation measures – four key 

stages are now proposed, as shown in Table 1.  

12. Section 104B of the Act states that Council may grant or refuse the application and if it grants the 

application, the Council may impose conditions under section 108. Furthermore, section 105 of the 

RMA applies to this application and sets out additional considerations for the decision maker.  

Table 1.  Proposed Pathway to Total Enclosure  

Stage  Timing  Actions  Production limit 

(tonnes compost 

/week) 

Immediate  From commencement of 

consent  

Bale dunking  

A hopper and conveyor system to transfer 

Phase 1 compost to Phase 2 without 

windrowing 

120 

Step 1 Within 13 months from 

commencement of consent  

Construction of a Phase 1 filling hall, to the 

west of the existing Phase 1 bunkers.  

120 

Step 2 Within 19 months from 

commencement of consent 

Construction of third Phase 1 bunker 

adjacent to the two existing (unseparated) 

Phase 1 bunkers.   

Construction of Phase 2 filling hall, adjacent 

to Phase 2 tunnels, and encapsulation of the 

Phase 1 to Phase 2 conveyor.  

Sealing of Phase 1 bunker open (eastern) 

ends.  

160 

Step 3 Within 30 months from 

commencement of consent 

Installation of bale conveyor and bale 

breaker.  

Bale conveyor enclosure constructed.  

Chicken manure hopper installed.  

350 

 

3. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUESTED BY THE PANEL  

13. At the hearing on 2 August 2019, I was asked to provide the Panel with two additional pieces of 

information. They were 1) confirmation of the distance to the nearest dwellings to the Te Mata 

Mushrooms site; and 2) a map showing the complaints received in the area located outside of the 



Arataki/Brookvale subdivision area (i.e. complaints from residential areas that existed prior to the 

more recent subdivision).  The requested information is provided in the two figures included below.  

14. Figure 1 shows nearest dwelling as being the house at 108 Arataki Road (red circle) is located 

175 m from a measuring point that is located close to the entrance of the Phase 2 tunnels. Other 

nearby dwellings are located at 225 m, 295 m, and 310 m from the measuring point.  These 

measurements are not to the centre of the dwelling, but allow for a small area of curtilage around 

each dwelling.  

15. Figure 2, uses an aerial image taken in 2010-2011. At this time, the residential area was 

approximately 400 - 600 m west of the Te Mata Mushroom site boundary, generally west of the 

red dashed line shown on the figure. There were some residential dwellings along the western 

side of Arataki Road (71, 77, 83, 87 and 125 Arataki Road) and the southern side of Brookvale 

Road (138, 128, 160 Brookvale Road) at that time.  The Arataki Motor Camp was also in use at 

that time.  

16. In Figure 2, there are 60 complaint points displayed within what was the residential area at that 

time (i.e. west of the red dashed line).  Of these, the complaint record indicates that 21 of them 

were visited by an HBRC Compliance Officer, and odour was confirmed on 12 occasions, at 

varying strengths (i.e. not always considered offensive or objectionable). The most distant 

complaint was recorded for a property approximately 1.3 km to the west, on Te Mata Road.  

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

17. Section 104(1) of the RMA requires the decision maker to have regard to any actual or 

potential effects on the environment from the proposed activity.   

18. The applicant’s odour assessment1 considers that after completion of the total enclosure 

system that it is unlikely that the residual odours will result in odour nuisance that would 

be considered offensive or objectionable.  

19. The second Joint Witness Statement2 also indicated that an option that resulted in total 

enclosure of key compost turning and transfer processes with effective ventilation could 

achieve an outcome of no offensive or objectionable odours beyond the boundary of the 

site.   The other alternative option identified was removal of Phase 1 composting from the 

site.  

20. As pointed out in paragraph 4 of Mr Curtis’ evidence3, the success of the proposed total 

enclosure option is dependent on the design, construction and maintenance of 

appropriate air capture and treatment methods.  

21. However, provided the system is appropriately designed, constructed operated and 

maintained, once mitigation measures are completely implemented and the total 

enclosure system is in place, the discharge is not likely to cause offensive or objectionable 

odour effects beyond the boundary.   

22. There will continue to be adverse effects from the discharge until such time as total 

enclosure is achieved. This is because elements of the process will continue to occur 

outside and odours will not be captured and treated.   

23. After Step 1, carrying of compost by front end loader will continue to occur outside 

between Phase 1 bunkers 3 and 4 to the Phase 1 filling hall. This will occur on Monday 

and Friday and will continue for a period of 6 months.  

24. With the completion of Step 2 odour generation will be significantly reduced because 

compost will be delivered into the Phase 1 filling hall , located at the western end of three 

Phase 1 bunkers, and turning and transferring of compost between Phase 1 bunkers will 

occur in an enclosed environment.     

                                                           
1 Supplementary evidence of Tracey Freeman, 17 September 2019.  
2 1 August 2019, para. 11.  
3 Third Supplementary Evidence of Andrew Curtis, 6 September 2019 



25. Similarly, the unenclosed transfer of compost from Phase 1 to Phase 2, occurring on 

Wednesday, will continue for 6 months after completion of Step 1 until the Phase 2 filling 

hall is constructed. This transfer operation has already been significantly sped up (by 50% 

4) with the recent installation of a conveyor system.  

26. Bale breaking and mixing, which occurs on a Thursday, will largely continue as it occurs 

now until Step 3 is completed, 30 months after the commencement of the consent. 

Adverse effects from this activity are likely to continue over this interim period as they do 

currently5.   

Conclusion  

27. Existing adverse odour effects from this operation are significant.  The proposed 

mitigation measures will progressively reduce the potential for adverse offsite odour 

effects, and once fully established, is likely to reduce this potential to an acceptable level.  

Provided the system is appropriately designed, constructed operated and maintained, 

once mitigation measures are completely implemented and the total enclosure system is 

in place, the discharge is unlikely to cause offensive or objectionable odour effects beyond 

the boundary 

5. COMMENT ON KEY ISSUES  

28. As identified earlier in this report, the remaining key issue I have identified are as follows:  

a. The timing of the proposed upgrades.  

b. The effects that will occur before completion of the upgrades 

c. The likelihood that the completed upgrades will prevent offensive and 

objectionable odour from occurring beyond the property boundary.  

d. The proposal to increase in production prior to completion of the upgrades.  

e. The need for monitoring of odour effects.  

f. The lack of design detail and specifications, and ability to require this through 

consent conditions.  

g. Condition 3 – offensive and objectionable odour beyond the boundary 

h. Duration of consent.  

29. These are now discussed in turn:  

                                                           
4 Submissions of counsel for the Te Mata Mushroom Company Ltd, 31 July 2019, para. 9.11.  
5 Third Supplementary Evidence of Andrew Curtis, 6 September 2019, para. 13 



Timing of proposed upgrades 

30. As discussed in section 4 of this report, adverse effects will continue to occur until the 

mitigation measures are fully implemented.  In my view, every effort must be made to 

ensure that the mitigation measures are implemented as soon as is reasonably 

practicable.   

31. My previous recommendation was that the key mitigation measures should be installed 

within 8 months of the consent commencing.   

32. Evidence was provided by the applicant to explain why a 30 month timeframe is necessary 

for installation of the bale breaking and blending line. No contrary evidence is available to 

suggest that this measure could be implemented sooner than that, and so I accept this 

timeframe for this part of the proposal.  

33. Mr Curtis considers that the third Phase 1 bunker is of critical importance, and suggests 

that the construction of this building should be brought forward6.  This view is supported 

by Mr Backshall7.  

34. The recommended conditions of consent (Appendix 2) include construction of the Phase 

1 bunker within Step 1, but this could be reconsidered if evidence is provided to 

demonstrate that it is not reasonably practicable to construct the bunker within the 13-

month timeframe.  The reason to suggest that it should be included as part of Step 1 is 

that the filling hall will be built at one end of this bunker and it seems practical to complete 

construction of the bunker at the same time.   

35. The applicant should further justify the timeframes that are proposed for Steps 1 and 2.  

For now I have included the 13 and 19 month periods in the recommended consent 

conditions (albeit with the additional Phase 1 bunker included in Step 1), but I consider 

that the need for these timeframes should be further tested and I would expect the 

applicant to provide further justification for these timeframes at the hearing.     

The effects that will occur before completion of the upgrades 

36. Adverse effects will continue, but will be progressively reduced as each stage of mitigation 

is introduced.   

37. Bringing forward the construction of the third Phase 1 bunker so that it is constructed at 

the same time as the Phase 1 filling hall will reduce the potential for adverse effects of the 

                                                           
6 Third Supplementary Evidence of Andrew Curtis, 6 September 2019, para’s 24 -27 
7 Supplementary evidence of Duncan Backshall, 26 September 2019, para. 5.3.  



activity significantly, as from that point on, turning and the bunker to bunker transfer of 

Phase 1 compost will be within an enclosed environment.    

38. Bale breaking will continue to be an odour source until it is enclosed, and so potential will 

remain for offensive and objectionable odours to occur on Thursdays.  Some improvement 

from the current situation can be expected due to the transfer of material to a filling hall8, 

and under the recommended consent conditions which would require that un-enclosed 

activities such as bale breaking only occur within the hours of 8 am and 6 pm, when still 

weather conditions are less likely.    

The likelihood that the completed upgrades will prevent offensive and objectionable odour from 

occurring beyond the property boundary. 

39. The proposal, once completed, and assuming that adequate ventilation and odour treatment 

is provided, is likely to prevent offensive and objectionable odour beyond the boundary.  

40. It is possible that once the mitigation is in place, other sources of odour will become more 

apparent. Ongoing regular and complaint derived odour monitoring is recommended so that 

any residual odour sources can be identified and addressed.   

The proposal to increase in production prior to completion of the upgrades.  

41. Mr Curtis continues to have reservations about increasing compost production prior to the 

mitigation measures being completely installed.  Mr Pene, for HDC, also shares this 

concern9, and considers that an increase in compost production will likely increase odour 

production from bale breaking.   

42. Mr Curtis suggests10 two possible approaches - incremental increases in production (e.g. 

10 tonnes/week) after Step 2, with validation that these increases in production have not 

resulted in increased off-site odour effects; or no increase in compost production until 

Step 3 (bale breaking) is completed. Mr Backshall agrees that an increase to 160 

tonnes/week may be warranted after Step 2 because of the greater certainty afforded by 

the total enclosure system, after a verification period11. 

43. The simplest approach would be to only allow for increased production of compost after 

the mitigation measures are completely installed and proven to successfully manage 

odour from the existing levels of production. However, this would prevent the consent 

                                                           
8 Third Supplementary Evidence of Andrew Curtis, 6 September 2019, para. 13 
9 Evidence of Jason Pene, 26 September 2019, para 20.  
10 Third Supplementary Evidence of Andrew Curtis, 6 September 2019, para. 20 
11 Supplementary evidence of Duncan Backshall, 26 September 2019, para. 5.5.  



holder from any increase in production for a period of six months even if this could have 

safely occurred earlier because the total enclosure system is effective at managing odour.  

44. I recommend an approach that would provide for smaller increases in production after 

completion of Step 3, but within set verification periods.  This staged approach would 

allow an increase to 160 tonnes/week after a successful verification period of one month, 

up to 200 tonnes/week at three months, and 350 tonnes per week after the full six-month 

verification period.  This option would allow an earlier increase in production, provided 

that upgrades prove successful, but also ensures that increases in compost production 

should only occur after the full mitigation package is fully installed.  

The need for monitoring of odour effects.  

45. I continue to recommend that there be a requirement that the consent holder monitor the 

effect of their activities. I have made some amendments to the previously recommended 

monitoring conditions, as set out in Appendix 2, but the overall intent of these conditions 

remains the same.  

46. A monitoring regime will be important for ensuring that the system achieves the level of 

odour control expected, and that production increases can safely occur, and will also help 

to identify any other residual sources of odour. A one-off monitoring inspection will not 

achieve this.  

47. The recommended approach would see weekly odour monitoring starting prior to the 

upgrades being completed, and three months after completion of the Odour Management 

Plan, with the Odour Management Plan required three months after commencement of 

the consent.  

Condition 3 – offensive and objectionable odour  

48. The applicant suggested a modification to condition 3 of the recommended consent 

conditions, which would relax the requirement to avoid causing offensive and 

objectionable odour beyond the property boundary until such time as the mitigation had 

been implemented.  

49. I continue to recommend that condition 3 is retained as was originally recommended.  I 

agree with Mr Brown12, and consider that this sets an important and long standing ‘bottom 

line’ for the activities on the site and best reflects the intent of Policy 69 of the RRMP.  

50. I agree with Mr Brown’s comments that this condition is to be assessed using the FIDOL 

approach, and note that a reduction in odours as progressive improvements are made 

                                                           
12 Supplementary evidence of Phillip Brown, 26 September 2019, para. 10. 



reduces the likelihood that any subsequent odour event will be considered offensive or 

objectionable.   

51. The best way for the applicant to lessen any risks from operating with this condition in 

place is to rapidly implement the required odour mitigation measures.  

The lack of design detail and specifications, and ability to require this through consent conditions.  

52. Mr Curtis, Mr Backshall, Mr Brady and Mr Pene all highlight the lack of detailed design 

information.  Mr Pene and Mr Curtis suggest that consent conditions should be included 

to set out the critical design parameters. I agree with this approach, rather than a using a 

Council certification framework.  A certification framework typically involves provision of a 

plan or design details, and certification of these within a set period of time by the Council 

if they meet the requirements of the condition.  This approach could lead to delays, which 

could lead to the consent holder missing the set timeframes.  It is better in this case to set 

clearly defined design and performance standards that must be met.  

53. The previously recommended condition contained some design criteria for the biofilters.  

I have now modified these requirements to reflect the previous comments by Ms Freeman.   

54. With assistance from Mr Stacey (AECom Team Leader - Air Quality), who has provided 

me with expert air quality advice in Mr Curtis’ absence, I have also added new conditions 

that would require that new and expanded biofilters and ventilation systems be required 

to achieve set performance standards. These conditions and parameters should be 

discussed and further refined through expert caucusing.  

Duration of consent.  

55. Given the amended approach, which leads to total enclosure and offers a great deal more 

certainty over management of adverse effects, if consent is to be granted I now 

recommend a 20 year term of consent. This is consistent with RRMP guidance, and 

recognises the significant investment required to achieve the total enclosure system now 

proposed.  

6. ASSESSMENT OF ALTERNATIVES 

56. The RMA requires a description of any alternative locations or methods for undertaking 

the activities proposed if it is likely that the activity will result in any significant adverse 

effect on the environment13.  

                                                           
13 Schedule 4, subsection 6(1)(a).  



57. Similarly, under s105 of the RMA, if the activity includes the discharge of a contaminant, 

a description of any possible alternative methods of discharge must be given regard to by 

the decision makers.  

58. An alternative method for undertaking the activity identified by Mr Curtis and discussed 

previously in this report is the construction of the additional Phase 1 bunker during Step 

1.  The construction of a third bunker at this stage would have significant benefits and 

would mean that compost would no longer need to be transferred from one end to the 

other of the Phase 1 bunkers in an unenclosed environment.  

59. Mr Curtis also questions how the operation will continue prior to the upgrades occurring 

in full, and whether as an interim measure, air extraction can be adjusted under Step 1 so 

that additional air is extracted when the eastern Phase 1 bunker and filling hall doors are 

open14. 

60. The recommended conditions include a requirement that the Odour Management Plan 

sets out interim measures that will be implemented to reduce odour release. Further 

comment from the applicant or from expert conferencing could lead to more specific 

interim requirements being detailed in the recommended consent conditions.     

7. PLANNING PROVISIONS  

61. Section 104(1) of the RMA states that the decision maker must have regard to the relevant 

provisions of national and local planning instruments.   

Hawke’s Bay Regional Policy Statement  

62. As previously outlined in my first s42A report, the key Regional Policy Statement and 

Regional Resource Management Plan provisions include:  

a. Objectives 17 and 18, which seek the remedy or mitigation of the extent of off-

site impacts or nuisance effects resulting from the location of conflicting land 

use activities.  

b. Policy 7, which establishes that existing activities should implement the best 

practicable option (BPO), as required to prevent the activity from causing 

objectionable or offensive odour beyond the boundary.   

c. Objectives 39 and 39a, which seek that local and ambient air quality is 

maintained at a level that is not detrimental to human health and amenity 

values.    

                                                           
14 Third Supplementary Evidence of Andrew Curtis, 6 September 2019, para. 9 



d. Policy 69: to manage the effects of activities affecting air quality in accordance 

with Table 6, which for odour are that there should be no offensive or 

objectionable odour beyond the boundary of the subject property. 

63. In my view, the total enclosure system now proposed represents the BPO for the site, and 

with this in place the activity is likely to be environmentally sound and is not likely to cause 

offensive and objectionable odour beyond the boundary.  

64. This outcome is dependent on the successful design and implementation of the total 

enclosure option. It is critical that the system is designed, and then maintained and 

operated well.  

RMA Section 105  

65. As well as the framework for decisions established in section 104 of the RMA, section 105 

provides specific additional considerations for section 15 applications (discharges).  

66. Section 105 matters were previously considered in my original s42A report. In addition to 

those comments, I consider that the approach that is now proposed better takes into 

account the sensitivity of the receiving environment and represents adoption of an option 

that was previously considered but discounted by the applicant.  

8. RECOMMENDED CONSENT CONDITIONS 

67. A set of recommended consent conditions is provided in Appendix 2 for consideration. 

These are shown in ‘mark-up’ form so changes to the originally recommended conditions 

can be seen.  

9. CONCLUSIONS 

68. The proposal is likely to reduce offsite adverse odour effects to an acceptable level, if 

ventilation and odour treatment are designed, installed and then operated and maintained 

to an appropriate standard.  

69. The total enclosure approach proposed represents the best practicable option of the site, 

and this is consistent with the relevant RPS and RRMP objectives and policies.  

70. Increasing production prior to the bale breaking and mixing line being installed and 

enclosed may increase odour generation for that activity, which currently occurs on a 

Thursday.  

10. RECOMMENDATION 

71. I  recommend that consent be granted, subject to the following:  



a. That construction of the additional Phase 1 bunker is included as part of Step 

1, unless information is provided that demonstrates that it is not reasonably 

practicable to construct the additional Phase 1 bunker at Step 1. 

b. Further information be provided that outlines any interim measures that will be 

employed to reduce odours until mitigation is fully implemented.  

c. That condition 3, as originally recommended, remains.  

d. That there is no increase in compost production until odour mitigation measures 

are fully implemented and proven.  

 

Recommending Officer Reviewed by 

 

 

 

Paul Barrett  Malcolm Miller 
Principal Consents Planner 

REGULATION GROUP 
4th October 2019 

Manager Consents 
REGULATION GROUP 

4th October 2019 
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APPENDIX 2 - AMENDED PROPOSAL - RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF CONSENT 

Note: If the consents are granted, the final consent conditions will be issued by HBRC in 

Council’s standard consent document format.  

 

1. All works and structures relating to this consent shall be installed to conform to best 
engineering practices and at all times maintained to a safe and serviceable standard. 

2. The consent holder shall undertake all operations in accordance with any drawings, 
specifications, statements of intent and other information supplied as part of this 
application. Specifically, this shall include: 

a) The Te Mata Mushrooms Company Limited – Application to Discharge Contaminants 
Into Air, Cheal, 20 December 2016. 

b) DP160229A – Response to Request for Further Information, Cheal, 27 March 2017.  

c) APP-123602 – 174-176 Brookvale Road, Hastings – Response to Further 
Information. Stradegy, 5 July 2019.  

d) APP-123602- 174-176 Brookvale Road, Hastings Response to further information, 
Stradegy, 9 July 2019 

e) Memorandum of counsel for the Te Mata Mushroom Company Ltd in response to 
Direction of Commissioner Hearing Panel: No. 3, 30 August 2019 (“TMM: Pathway 
to Total Enclosure”, as shown in Appendix 1) 

f) Memorandum of counsel for the Te Mata Mushroom Company Ltd in response to 
Direction of Commissioner Hearing Panel: No. 3, 2 September (including the plan 
shown in Appendix 2.  

Where a conflict arises between any conditions of this consent and the application, the 
conditions of this consent will prevail. 

3. There shall be no offensive or objectionable odour to the extent that it causes an adverse 
effect at or beyond the boundary of the site.  

4. For the purposes of this consent, ‘Phase 1’ activities are defined as: 

a) The filling of Phase 1 bunkers with a mixture of straw, chicken litter, and gypsum; 
and, 

b) Composting of this mixture (after it has been placed in the Phase 1 bunkers) including 
aeration of the compost and ventilation of the Phase 1 bunkers to odour control 
equipment; and, 

c) The turning of the compost during the composting process, and transfer of compost 
between bunkers; and 

d) Removal and final turning of compost from Phase 1 (prior to transferring the compost 
to the Phase 2 bunkers). 

5. For the purposes of this consent ‘Phase 2’ activities are defined as: 



a) The filling of Phase 2 bunkers tunnels with compost; and, 

b) Ventilation of the Phase 2 bunkers tunnels during their filling with compost; and, 

c) Aeration of compost to achieve pasteurisation, and ventilation of the Phase 2 bunkers 
during this process to odour control equipment; and, 

d) The removal of pasteurised compost from the Phase 2 bunkers tunnels. 

Production limit  

6. The contaminants discharged to air shall be from the operation of a mushroom compost 
plant producing not more than 500 350 tonnes of compost per 7 days.  

The consent holder shall record the tonnage of compost manufactured over any 7 day 
period and make the records available to the Council (Manager Compliance) on request 
and at the time of the site visits. 

Advice Note: For the purposes of this condition ‘compost’ is defined as the product produced from the Phase 2 
pasteurisation process prior to it being placed within the compost trays. 

Required upgrades  

6A From the commencement of this consent, the consent holder shall undertake the following, 
as described in Schedule 1: 

a) Bale dunking 

b) Direct transfer of compost to Phase 2 tunnels   

c) Conveyor loading of compost into Phase 2 tunnels 

d) Storage of spent compost on a concrete pad within the centre of the site 

7. Within 3 months of commencement of this consent, spent compost shall be stored within 
a covered building that has an impermeable concrete floor.  This building shall be located 
centrally on the site, and not within 100 m of any property boundary.  Spent compost shall 
be removed from the site within 7 days of having been removed from the growing rooms.  

8. Until condition 7 is achieved, all used spent compost will be removed from the site within 
12 hours of having been removed from the growing rooms.  

9. Within 8 13 months of the commencement of this consent, the consent holder shall have 
completed the construction and commissioning15 of the following:  

a) The additional Phase 1 bunker (as shown on Plans attached as Appendix 1 and 2 
and described in Schedule 1).  

b) The Extended eaves/hoods on the western end of Phase 1 bunkers.  

c) The Phase 2 transfer building.   

d) A bale breaking machine and semi-enclosed blending line system.  

                                                           
15 Commissioning: for the purposes of this consent means bringing into full working order.  



e) The Phase 1 filling hall (as shown on Plans attached as Appendix 1 and 2 and 
described in Schedule 1).  

f) Biofilters sufficient to receive and treat all odours captured from the existing and 
additional buildings. 

9A Within 19 months from the date of commencement of this consent, the consent holder 
shall have completed the construction and commissioning of the following:  

a) Phase 2 filling hall (as shown on Plans attached as Appendix 1 and 2 and described 
in Schedule 1).  

b) Biofilters sufficient to receive and treat all odours captured from the existing and 
additional buildings 

9B Within 30 months from the date of commencement of this consent, the consent holder 
shall have competed the construction and commissioning of the following:  

a) A bale breaking machine and enclosed conveyor system.  

b) Biofilters sufficient to receive and treat all odours captured from the existing and 
additional buildings 

9C. The consent holder shall advise the Council (Manager Compliance) in writing of having 
completed construction and commissioning of the measures required by condition 9, 9A 
and 9B. This shall be provided within 5 working days of commissioning having been 
completed.  

10. All of The structures, processes and buildings described in condition 9, 9A and 9B shall 
be:  

a) Designed, constructed and subsequently used and maintained as described in 
Schedule 1;  

b) Ventilated to appropriately designed, sized and operated odour control systems as 
required to minimise air leakage out of the buildings and the release of fugitive odour 
and to the extent that condition 3 can be complied with.  

11. Production shall not exceed 120 tonnes per week until the requirements of conditions 9, 
9A, 9B and 10 are met. In addition:  

a) Until condition 9 and 9A have been met, the activities described in conditions 4(a), 
(c), (d) and 5(a) shall only occur between the hours of 8am and 6pm, unless the 
activity is being undertaken within a totally enclosed building, and in accordance with 
condition 10.  

b) Until condition 9B has been met, bale breaking and mixing/blending shall only occur 
between the hours of 8am and 6pm.  

c) Production shall not exceed 120 tonnes per week.  

12. After implementation of the measures described by conditions 9, 9A, 9B and 10, compost 
production may increase above 120 tonnes per week but shall not exceed 200 tonnes of 
compost per week until only after the following requirements are met:  



a) the measures required by conditions 9, 9A, 9B and 10 have been demonstrated to 
be effective at ensuring compliance with condition 3; and,   

i) Bale wetting on an aerated pad  

ii) Bale spiking and/or dunking.  

iii) Venting of the Phase 2 tunnels to an appropriate odour control system. 

12A. Compost production may increase if the requirements of conditions 9, 9A and 10 have 
been met, and as follows:  

a) Production of up to 160 tonnes per week may occur if compliance with condition 3 is 
demonstrated for a period of one month after completion of the requirements of 
condition 9B.  

b) Production of up to 200 tonnes per week may occur if compliance with condition 3 is 
demonstrated for a period of three months after completion of the requirements of 
condition 9B.  

c) Production of up to 350 tonnes per week may occur if compliance with condition 3 is 
demonstrated for a period of six months after completion of the requirements of 
condition 9B.  

13. For the purposes of condition 12A (a), ‘demonstrated’ shall be considered to mean an 
absence of any non-compliance with condition 3 as determined assessed by the Council 
(Manager Compliance) and/or by the independent monitoring person required under 
conditions 37 and 38. 

Process/operational requirements  

14. After installation of the measures required by 9, 9A, 9B and 10 shall be sufficient to ensure 
that all Phase 1 and Phase 2 composting, and turning and transfer as defined in 
Conditions 4(b), and 4(c), 4 and 5 are to be undertaken in fully totally enclosed buildings 
that are ventilated to odour control systems with sufficient design capacity. 

15. The measures required by condition 9 c) shall ensure that all Phase 1 final turning and 
transfer to Phase 2 operations as described in Condition 4(d) and 5(a) are undertaken in 
a fully enclosed building(s) that are ventilated to an odour control system with sufficient 
design capacity.  

Note: The physical emptying of a bunker containing compost and the loading a bunker 
containing the in-vessel turning machine will involve compost being transferred from one 
bunker to another via a front-end loader operating in an outdoor environment; with one 
door of each bunker being open at any one time to facilitate this process. 

16. The consent holder shall ensure that negative pressure is maintained within the Phase 1 
and Phase 2 facilities required by condition 9 is sufficient to reduce fugitive odour 
emissions to the extent that condition 3 can be complied with. , and for Phase 1 bunkers 
and Phase 2 tunnels, it is maintained at all times when the doors are closed while 
composting activities are being carried out. 

16A.  After installation of the measures required by 9, 9A, 9B and 10, the enclosure facility 
shall: 



a) be held under a negative pressure differential of at least 5 Pa, with the pressure 
differential to be measured during calm wind conditions of less than 1 metre per 
second; and,  

b) When an external door or access opening is open to the enclosed facilities, the air 
inflow velocity through this aperture shall exceed 0.5 m/s.   

17. Phase 1 and Phase 2 filling hall external doors (i.e. opening to the outside) shall remain 
closed when any door to a Phase 1 bunker or Phase 2 tunnel is open.  Where Phase 1 
bunker to bunker transfer and Phase 1 to Phase 2 transfer occurs and this requires that 
bunker or building door(s) are open to allow for the transfer process, then sufficient 
additional ventilation for that bunker or building shall occur that prevents fugitive odour 
emissions from that source to an extent that condition 3 can be complied with. 

18. No part of the composting process shall be operated without the associated emissions 
control equipment being fully operational and functioning correctly once they have been 
installed in accordance with the staging set out in conditions 9, 9A, 9B and 10. This 
includes ensuring that all ducting to odour control equipment shall draw sufficient negative 
pressure during operation to ensure that fugitive emissions are kept to a practicable 
minimum.  

19. All processes on site shall be operated, maintained, supervised, monitored and controlled 
to ensure that odour discharges authorised by this consent are maintained at the minimum 
practicable level.  

20. All process equipment, buildings, ducting and odour control equipment shall be 
maintained in good condition and as far as practicable shall be free from leaks and/or 
blockages so as to prevent the discharge of fugitive emissions  

21. All chicken litter/gypsum mix shall be stored in three-sided and roofed bunkers that are 
enclosed with soft door flaps. 

Air Extraction and Odour Control Design Certification  

22. The consent holder shall engage a suitably qualified professional to design the air 
extraction, odour capture, and odour treatment systems and devices required by this 
consent. The designer shall provide the following information to the Council (Manager 
Compliance) prior to the installation of the upgrades required by conditions 9, 9A and 9B, 
and/or any new odour treatment systems, and/or prior to increasing air flow to the existing 
biofilter:  

a) Design plans and details of the proposed air extraction and odour treatment 
systems/devices, demonstrating how the requirements of conditions 14, 16, 16A, 18, 
26 and 26A will be met.   

b) A description of the source of the odorous air that will be treated by each 
device/system, 

c) The key design parameters, assumptions and inputs, including air extraction flow 
rates and volumes of the odour treatment system, and  

d) Any operating constraints and limits for the devices/systems proposed.    

e) The maintenance requirements and frequency of each system  



Advice note:  The design information required by condition 22 may be provided in advance of, and be 
specific to, each stage of the required upgrades. 

23. The air extraction, odour treatment systems/devices shall be constructed and maintained 
in accordance with the design plans.  

24. After any modification to or installation of any odour control systems/devices (including 
ventilation and odour treatment systems), the consent holder shall provide certification 
from the designer that the system/device has been installed in accordance with the 
certified design plans.  This certification statement shall be provided to the Council 
(Manager Compliance) in writing within 10 working days of installation or modification of 
any air extraction and/or odour control system/device.  

Biofilter(s) 

25. The temperature of the inlet air to the existing biofilter, or biofilters shall not exceed 45 
400C. 

26. The consent holder shall ensure that the design parameters of the biofilter(s), are 
consistently maintained in order to minimise the emission of odour so that condition 3 is 
able to be complied with. This maintenance shall include, but is not limited to: 

a) Maintaining satisfactory moisture levels in the biofilter(s) or biofilters, at all times; 

b) Maintaining the design depth of active media in the biofilter(s) or biofilters;  

c) Ensuring that the biofilter media is maintained to avoid short-circuiting of the gases 
being treated through the bed; 

d) Replacing the biofilter media at an appropriate time. This shall be considered to be 
when the pressure differential is unable to be maintained within its normal design 
operating range, and/or evaluation of representative samples of media indicates that 
it is approaching or has reached the end of its effective life, or at any time when it is 
evident that the biofilter(s), or biofilters, are no longer performing to a satisfactory 
level in respect to odour removal and cannot be remediated. 

26A  Any new and/or expanded existing biolfilter(s) shall be designed, constructed and 
maintained to ensure: 

e)  A maximum ratio of total gas volume to bed cross sectional area of 50 m3/m2/hr.  

f) A minimum bed depth of filter media of 1.0 m; 

g) A maximum inlet gas temperature of 35°C; 

h) A humid inlet air stream as required to maintain the bed moisture content between 
50 and 60%; 

i) Pressure drop of less than 100 mm water gauge; 

j) pH of bed media between pH 4-8 (and preferably between pH 7-8); and 

k) Even distribution of air flow through the bed.  

l) No bypassing (short circuiting) or breakthrough of untreated or partially treated air 
around the sides of the bed or through fissures in the bed material.   



m) That biofilter leachate is captured and returned to the recycled water pond.  

27. The consent holder shall monitor and maintain records of the operational parameters of 
the biofilter(s), or biofilters, as follows: 

a) The inlet air temperature shall be monitored continuously, and recorded once 
between 6:00 am and 10:00 am and once between 2:00 pm and 5:00 pm per 
operating day; 

b) The pressure differential within representative inlet air distribution laterals of the 
biofilter, or biofilters, shall be monitored continuously and manually recorded once 
between 6:00 am and 10:00 am and once between 2:00 pm and 5:00 pm per 
operating day weekly, with a note as to significant rainfall that has occurred for an 
hour or more preceding each recording (see Advice Note 3); 

Advice note: the pressure differential across any biofilter containing bark media generally 
should not exceed 100 mm water gauge.  

c) The media moisture level and the condition of the biofilter bed, or beds, at a depth of 
20 to 25 cm from the surface of the bed and at the locations specified in the Odour 
Management Plan, shall be qualitatively monitored and visually inspected at least 
once every week, and the observations shall be recorded; 

d) The media moisture content within the biofilter bed, or beds, at depths of 25 cm and 
50 cm from the surface of the bed, and at the locations specified in the Odour 
Management Plan, shall be measured via gravimetric method in February and August 
each year and the results shall be recorded; 

e) The pH within the biofilter bed, or beds, at a depth of 50 cm from the surface of the 
bed and at the locations specified in the Odour Management Plan, shall be measured 
by an appropriate method, as documented in the Odour Management Plan, each year 
in February and August and the results shall be recorded; 

f) The records collected in accordance with this condition shall be made available to the 
Council (Manager Compliance) on request and at the time of each site inspection. 

Recycled Water and Wastewater Management  

28. The consent holder shall continuously measure and record the dissolved oxygen (DO) 
concentration (mg/L) in the aerated pond. The DO records shall be made available to the 
Council (Manager Compliance) upon request and at the time of each site inspection. 

29. The consent holder shall ensure that the aeration of recycled water in the pond is sufficient 
to maintain dissolved oxygen (DO) concentrations at no less than 1.0 mg/L at all times. 

30. The consent holder shall check for and ensure that after each irrigation event the irrigation 
lines are completely empty and do not contain residual wastewater.  

31. Recycled water shall only be used in fully bunded areas that have an impervious concrete 
base and which are graded to ensure that all excess recycled water and runoff is captured 
and returned to the holding pond.    

Odour Management Plan  

32. The consent holder shall undertake all operations in accordance with a written Odour 
Management Plan held on site.  The OMP shall be developed with input from a suitably 



qualified and experienced professional odour management expert, and within 3 months 
of the consent commencing. It shall set out clearly the best practice odour control 
measures that are to be implemented for the works authorised by this consent. Those 
measures shall represent the best practicable options for minimising, to the maximum 
extent practicable, prior to, during and following the upgrades required by this consent, 
offensive or objectionable odour emissions caused by or associated with the operation of 
this site.  

The OMP shall include (but is not limited to): 

a) A description of the purpose of the plan; 

b) The names and contact phone numbers and addresses of key personnel; 

c) A general description of the activities undertaken at the site and a site plan detailing 
the location of key buildings and processes; 

d) A description of the stages of the composting processes and associated systems: 
pre-wetting, Phase-1 (compost mixing), Phase-2 (pasteurisation), air treatment 
systems, wastewater system, fresh water system, spent compost management. 

e) Identification of the potential sources of odour, including the stockpiling and transfer 
of spent mushroom compost; 

f) A full description of the odour mitigation system; 

g) Relevant operating procedures that need to be undertaken to minimise odour 
emissions at each stage, including interim measures to be implemented prior to the 
upgrades being fully implemented as required by conditions 9, 9A, 9B and 10; 

h) The procedures and maintenance necessary to ensure: 

i) the consistent operation of the biofilter(s) or other odour treatment systems;  

ii) the monitoring required to assess the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
biofilter(s)or other odour treatment systems in removing odorous compounds 
from discharges to air associated with compost manufacture 

i) A diagram that clearly identifies the locations across the surface of any biofilter(s) 
where moisture and pH sampling will be carried out to provide representative data 
(see Advice Note 2); 

Advice note: the number of locations across the surface of each bed should be not less than 10 

j) A detailed description of the method used to determine the pH of the media in any 
biofilter(s);  

k) An inventory of odour mitigation equipment and materials; 

l) An equipment maintenance programme; 

m) A procedure for responding to an adverse effect as a result of an offensive or 
objectionable odour being detected or complained of beyond the boundary; 

n) A list of records that need to be kept including maintenance and control parameters, 
weather records and odour complaint and investigation records; 



o) A description of staff training including methods, frequency and training records; 

p) Procedures for regular ambient odour monitoring in the vicinity of the site and training 
for the odour monitor.  

q) A description of the process for reviewing the overall system performance. 

r) Steps to be taken when odour is detected during ambient odour monitoring; 

s) Complaints investigation, monitoring and reporting procedures; 

t) Notification protocols and procedures for community liaison group meetings 

u) A contingency plan for plant failures, power failures, and extreme rainfall events, 
including an alarm callout system and an emergency phone list. 

33. A copy of the final OMP shall be provided to the Council (Manager Compliance) within 
three months of the commencement date of this consent. Until the OMP required by 
condition 32 is available, the consent holder shall continue to operate in accordance with 
the existing OMP developed for the site under consent no. DP100128A.  

34. The consent holder shall review the OMP at least annually and shall update it as 
appropriate, including upon the introduction of new odour control systems/devices. A copy 
of the OMP shall be submitted to the Council (Manager Compliance) within one month of 
completing each review. 

Meteorological monitoring  

35. Within three months of the date of commencement of this consent, the consent holder 
shall install and then operate and maintain a meteorological monitoring station to measure 
wind speed (m/s), wind direction (degrees true) and air temperature (dry bulb and wet 
bulb) at the site.  Temperature measurements shall be taken at 2 m and 10 m above 
ground level. The monitor shall continuously log these meteorological conditions in real-
time and be in a location that minimises the potential for obstacles to affect the accuracy 
of the readings and in a location will provide data that is representative of the wind patterns 
of the site. The meteorological station shall be operated and calibrated in accordance with 
AS/NZS 3580.14:2014 (Methods for sampling and analysis of ambient air – Part 14: 
Meteorological monitoring for ambient air quality monitoring applications) and shall be 
serviced and maintained at least annually and in accordance with the manufacturer's 
instructions. 

36. Within one month of installation the meteorological monitoring station, the consent holder 
shall provide to the Council (Manager Compliance) a statement from a suitably qualified 
air quality professional confirming that: 

a) As far as practicable, the siting of meteorological monitoring station meets the 
requirements of AS/NZS 3580.1.1:2007 Methods for sampling and analysis of 
ambient air – Guide to siting air monitoring equipment standard; and, 

b) The requirements of condition 36 35 are being met.   

Odour monitoring  

37. The consent holder shall engage a suitably qualified and appropriately trained 
independent person(s), whose sense of smell has been calibrated in accordance with the 



requirements of AS/NZ 4323.3 (Stationary source emission Part 3: Determination of odour 
concentration by dynamic olfactometry) and has a sense of smell within the normal range, 
to undertake regular (at least weekly) ambient odour monitoring in the vicinity of the site. 
The frequency of monitoring, methods, and reporting shall be set out in the OMP. The 
individual(s) shall be verified as suitable by the Council (Manager Compliance).  The 
results of the monitoring shall be made available to the Council (Manager Compliance) 
every three months.  Monitoring shall commence within three months of the final OMP 
being provided to HBRC and prior to the upgrades required by condition 9, 9A and 9B 
being implemented. Monitoring shall target days and times that are known to have the 
highest assessed odour impact and shall utilise the procedures and assessment form set 
out in Appendix 3 of the MFE ‘Good Practice Guide for Assessing and Managing Odour’ 
(ME1278, 2016) or an alternative method agreed with the Council (Manager Compliance).  

38. The consent holder shall ensure that the person(s) required by condition 37 must also be 
available as follows:  

a) to assess odour complaints as far as practicable within 60 minutes of receiving 
notification from either the consent holder or the Council (Manager Compliance) that a 
complaint of offensive or objectionable odour beyond the property boundary has been 
received; and: 

b) to provide a written report to the consent holder and to the Council (Manager 

Compliance) as far as practicable within 24 hours of receiving notification of the 

complaint on whether the odour relating to the complaint originated from the site and if 

so, whether that odour was considered:  

i. to have an offensive or objectionable adverse effect beyond the boundary of the 

site; or: 

ii. to be objectionable, if it became continuous or occurred on a regular or frequent 
basis. 

 
39. Where the consent holder receives a complaint directly, that in the opinion of the 

complainant may be a breach of Condition 3, they shall refer the complaint directly to the 
independent odour monitoring person(s) as soon as reasonably practical but no later than 
60 30 minutes of receipt, and the independent monitoring person(s) shall be tasked to 
assess the odour and report in accordance with condition 38.  

39A. The requirements of condition 3 shall only apply to a complaint that is received between 
the hours of 8 am and 6pm, Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays), and at a 
frequency not exceeding one complaint each day.  

40. After receipt of a complaint and at the request of the consent holder or the Council 
(Manager Compliance), the independent monitoring person(s) shall be tasked to assess 
the odour and report in accordance with condition 38(b); 

41. The consent holder shall: 

a) provide the independent person with access to the site for the purposes of carrying 

out inspections or measurements relevant to its investigation; and  

b) shall be responsible for paying all costs associated with the independent person’s 

investigation and report.  

 
Advice Note: Non-payment of these costs is non-compliance and may result in enforcement action. The 

requirements of conditions 37 – 41 does not preclude Council enforcement officers from investigating 

any complaints.  



Community consultation 

 

42. The consent holder shall facilitate regular community liaison meetings, and shall invite 
owners and occupiers of properties within the residential zone within 400 metres of the 
subject property and nominated monitoring staff from the Council, Hastings District 
Council and Hawke’s Bay District Health Board to attend such meetings.  Meetings shall 
be held in the local area, outside of normal work hours (8am to 5pm) and public holidays 
and shall be held at least every 6 months until the upgrades required by conditions 9, 9A 
and 9B are completed, and annually thereafter, unless otherwise agreed by the 
community members and the Council (Manager Compliance). The purpose of the 
meetings shall be: 

a) for the community to raise any issues regarding odour emissions and effects; 

b) for the consent holder to report to the community on compliance with the conditions of 
this consent and in particular odour complaint records and the results of independent 
ambient odour monitoring (conditions 37 and 38); and 

c) for the consent holder to report to the community on any past or proposed changes to 
operations that may affect odour emissions. 

Complaints 

43. The consent holder shall log all odour complaints received.  The log shall include:  

a) The date and time of the odour incident; 

b) The date and time the complaint was received;  

c) A detailed description of the odour incident, taking into account the following FIDOL 
factors outlined in Advice Note 1 as far as it is possible to ascertain these from the 
complainant; 

i) Frequency 

ii) Intensity 

iii) Duration 

iv) Offensiveness 

v) Location 

d) The name, telephone number, and address of the complainant;  

e) Weather conditions (including an estimate of wind speed and direction) at the time of 
the odour incident (until the requirements of conditions 35 and 36 are met); 

f) Details of key operating parameters at the time of the odour incident; 

g) Any corrective action taken. 

The log of complaints shall be made available to the Council (Manager Compliance) at 
the time of any site visit, and on request.  



44. After the completion of the upgrades required by condition 9B, where an odour event is 
verified by an enforcement officer the Council (Manager Compliance) as being non-
compliant with condition 3, the consent holder shall, at the request of the Council 
(Manager Compliance):  

a) Engage a suitable qualified air quality professional to review site operations and to 
report on the cause of the odour event, and identify remedial actions/measures 
available for addressing the cause of the event.  

b) Provide the report from the expert to the Council (Manager Compliance) within 20 
working days of the event Council’s request.  

c) Specify a timeframe over which the recommended remedial actions will be 
implemented. 

d) Subsequently implement the actions within the specified timeframe.   

Miscellaneous  

45. This consent shall not be exercised until Consent no. DP100128A (AUTH-118862-01) (or any 
subsequent consent) shall be considered to be surrendered upon commencement of this 
consent. 

46. All records, monitoring and test results that are required by the conditions of this consent 
shall be made available on request by the Council (Manager Compliance) during working 
hours, and shall be kept for a minimum of two years from the date of each entry.  

47.  That where, for any cause, contaminants associated with the consent holder’s operations 
are discharged to air such that an adverse effect does, or is likely to, occur beyond the 
boundary of the site, the consent holder shall:  

a) Immediately take all practicable steps to cease the emission of the contaminants 
ensure compliance with condition 3, and; 

b) Immediately notify the Council, and; 

c) Report to the Council, if requested, in writing and within 7 days, describing the 
manner and cause of the discharge and steps taken to control it and prevent its 
recurrence. 

48. If an event occurs on-site that may lead contamination of groundwater, the Consent 
Holder shall notify the Hastings District Council Drinking Water Supply Manager  and the 
Hawke’s Bay Regional Council (Manager Compliance) of the event as soon as reasonably 
practicable after the event occurs 

Advice Note:  Such an event might include for example a chemical or effluent spill.  The Hastings 
District Council can be contacted on 871 5000.  The Regional Council 24 hour Pollution Hotline 
should also be contacted on 0800 108 838.  

Review  

49. The Council may review conditions of this consent pursuant to sections 128, 129, 130, 
131 and 132 of the RMA. The actual and reasonable costs of any review undertaken will 
be charged to the consent holder, in accordance with s. 36(1) of the RMA. 

Times of service of notice of any review: During the month of May, of any year. 



Purposes of 

review: 

 To deal with any adverse effect on the environment which may arise 
from the exercise of this consent, which it is appropriate to deal with 
at that time, or which became evident after the date of issue. 

 To require the adoption of the best practicable option to remove or 
reduce any effects on the environment. 

 To modify any monitoring programme, or to require additional 
monitoring if there is evidence that current monitoring requirements 
are inappropriate or inadequate. 

 To impose a discharge standard if it is considered necessary. 
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Appendix 2



Schedule 1 

Requirement  Description of requirement  Relevant Plan  When to be achieved  

    

Direct transfer to 
Phase 2 tunnel  

Compost from Phase 1 bunker is unloaded via front end 
loader and tipped into a hopper.  
 

 Upon commencement of consent (condition  6A) 

Conveyor loading 
into Phase 2 tunnel  
 

Compost from the hopper is loaded into the Phase 2 tunnels 
via a conveyor.  

 Upon commencement of consent (condition  6A) 

Phase 1 filling hall  Attached to and fully encloses the western end of Phase 1 
bunkers and bale breaking line, and includes a hopper and 
conveyor system.  

Appendix 1 and 2  Within 13 months of commencement of consent  - 
condition 9 

Phase 2 Transfer 
filling hall  Building  

Construct a new turning building located to the west of the 
Phase 1 bunkers adjacent to Phase 2 tunnels with a 
conveyor hopper under an extended eave alongside.  The 
building and eave will be designed and constructed and 
operated to ensure that final turning, and mixing and transfer 
of compost prior to transfer to the Phase 2 tunnels will be 
undertaken in an enclosed area that is ventilated to a biofilter.  

Appendix 1 and 2 
A02, A04, A05 

Within 19 8 months of commencement of consent  - 
condition 9A  

Additional Phase 1 
Bunker  

A third Phase 1 bunker adjoining the existing two Phase 2 
bunkers, with one door at the western end and of even length 
with the two existing (not split) existing bunkers, ventilated to 
a biofilter. The bunker will achieve full enclosure of the in-
vessel turning machine. Once the additional Phase 1 bunker 
is commissioned, the partition splitting each existing Phase 1 
bunkers into two shall be removed, and the existing eastern 
ends of the two Phase 1 bunkers shall be sealed.  

Appendix 1 and 2 
A02, A03, A05 

Within 13 8 months of commencement of consent  - 
condition 9 

Phase 1 western 
bunker eaves 

Extended eaves/hood constructed on the western end of the 
Phase 1 bunkers and fitted with air extraction equipment to 
capture fugitive odour and direct this to an appropriately 
sized biofilter.   

A02, A03 
Appendix 1 and 2 

Within 8 months of commencement of consent  - 
condition 9 

Bale breaking 
machine and 
blending line  

Install a bale breaking machine and construct a semi- totally 
enclosed bale blending line, located under an eave within an 
enclosed structure that is ventilated to an appropriately sized 
biofilter.  
 
Mixing/blending is to occur via one uncovered a hopper that 
located under an eave or hood that is ventilated to an 

A03, A05 
Appendix 1 and 2 

Within 30 8 months of commencement of consent  - 
condition 9B 



appropriately sized biofilter.  Mixed material is to be delivered 
as near as possible to the into the Phase 1 bunker entrances. 
filling hall.  
 

Bale pre-wetting 
and dunking 

Bales are individually dunked into a vessel of wash down 
water derived from the pond.   
 
Pre-wetting of bales over an aerated pad.  Bale spiking or 
dunking to ensure recycled water penetrates centre of bales.  

 Prior to production exceeding 200 tonnes per week.   
Upon commencement of consent (condition  6A) 
 

Phase 2 
composting  

Phase 2 tunnels to be ventilated to an appropriately designed, 
constructed and maintained biofilter or other appropriately 
designed, constructed and maintained treatment system.  

Appendix 1 and 2 Prior to production exceeding 200 350 tonnes per 
week.  Condition 12 
 

Pre wetting of bales 
over aerated pad  

Pre-wetting of bales over an aerated pad  Prior to production exceeding 200 350 tonnes per 
week.  Condition 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


