Hawke’s Bay
Enviroschools
Tēnā koutou katoa
The year is underway with lots
happening in our rohe
February - April
Watching and supporting our schools through their
Enviroschools mahi is what our facilitation team is all about.
It is lovely to be back into staffrooms, classrooms, and
playgrounds. So many of you are getting on with what’s
important to you and our role is to walk alongside to guide
and support your journey.
We hope you enjoy our term 1 updates in this first
newsletter for 2021.
Ngā mihi nui

Term 1
2021

Awesome feedback from
four Enviroschools
…We have some very passionate akonga kotiro who are
chomping at the bit to begin making their visions a reality.
Sharing our garden kai with our tamariki as well as stocking
our produce stand for our community. We are also collecting
can tabs and bread tags to recycle. A goal for the future is our
kura becoming a recycling/ repurposing hub for the
community – Bonnie Pātoka School

Being an Enviroschool means that our students, staff and school
whanau actively think about the decisions we make with respect
for the environment. We are all on the journey to improve our
practices for positive impacts and outcomes. Our localised
curriculum growth focuses on our school environment, our diverse
learners and respect for people and cultures. …we work to ensure
that our students understand, experience, and participate in this
kaupapa - Julie Thelwall, Principal, Argyll East School

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini.
My success is not mine alone, it is the success of the
collective

There's so much support for Enviroschools, from senior
management to teachers to parents - it blows my mind. In
all honesty, their "start line" is miles ahead of everybody
else…from getting milk in glass bottles, recycling in the
staffroom, encouraging nude food, selling beeswax wraps
etc. – Heidi-Ann Phillips Napier Central School
A’Deane’s Bush and school enviro projects help us at home
too, we know how to plant, compost and recycle at home too.
Ryelee & Reuben
We visit people in our community more to look at what they
do and learn new things. Flynn Sherwood students

Enviroschools Teacher workshops
Sonya and I recently had a fan moment with Jacinda. We
were attending the Seaweek launch of a new ocean learning
program for schools, Te Kawa o Tangaroa, by the Marine
Stewardship Council in partnership with the National Aquarium
of New Zealand. Thanks, Jacinda you take a great pic!

We hosted our first
teacher workshop for
2021 at Marewa
School on 7 April. So
no one misses out, we
plan to have one in
Central Hawke’s Bay
and one in Wairoa.
Your facilitator will be
in touch with all the
details.
The workshops will explore the specific roles educators play
in supporting Enviroschools sustainable action. Through
school and community relationships, and how Enviroschools
resources can support and deepen practices and
expectations already in place.
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Collaborating and presenting
A visit to EIT and the year three ECE
training teachers
It was lovely to be invited back to introduce the fundamentals
of Enviroschools and our approaches in ECE to a class of
training ECE teachers at EIT in March.
The session was led by Sonya Sedgwick, Frances Blake from
Heretaunga Kindergarten Association and Rachelle LovettMorrison from Napier Kindergarten Association.
We were pleased to share this awesome kaupapa with
them.

This series is brought to you by

Shout out and haere rā to Piripi Belcher - Pou
Whakahaere Mātauranga

Teacher only day with Hastings Kāhui
Ako
In February Sonya and myself were invited to join around
200 teachers for a selection of electives. It was an
opportunity to network and make new connections. Our
session was entitled Teachers making less impact on Te
Taiao. Thank you Tam Smith from Parkvale School for
inviting us.

Connected to Nature – free teacher
workshops
Our Places, Our Stories is our theme for
2021. On Thursday 8 April we held our
first one and want to thank Nature Preschool in Clive, once again, for hosting us
and sharing their stories. For information
on future workshops visit Hawke’s Bay
Regional Council website.

From Eileen Kennedy,
Education Manager,
Napier Kindergarten
Association - Piripi’s
contribution to our
understanding of Te Ao
Māori has been
profound over the seven
years he has held the
role. He has also been a
central figure in our
team of eight NKA
Enviroschool
facilitators.
Along with NKA, Enviroschools HB congratulates Piripi on
being selected to lead the carving of the Wharenui,
Manahau, for Wharerangi Marae. Noho ora mai.
Tiakina ngā manu, ka ora te ngāhere
Tiakina te ngāhere, ka ora te toi whakairo
He toi whakairo, he mana tangata
Tōku maunga, tōku hī, tōku hā!

To ensure all living things in our ecosystems
remain in balance with each other,
in our every breath,
is something that is vital for our future.

Did you know there is a Hawke’s Bay page on the Enviroschools national website. If you would like to
share a story or action then please get in touch with your facilitator to make this happen.
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Talking to our secondary
schools
Enviroschools Hawke’s Bay has not had a big presence in the
secondary school sector for several years. We hope that may
soon change with discussions underway with several local
schools.
Some of these schools sent students to our recent HB Youth
Climate Action Camp held in Havelock North. We had 45
students from eight schools join us for 3 days of activities,
field trips and presentations. It was a huge team effort.
One of the sessions was “Why not be an Enviroschool”, this
was led by Sonya and Jenni.
We also had the lovely Sophie Handford as our day 1 keynote
speaker. Pictured here with the camp ‘youth crew’.

Term 1
2021

Say no to short car trips
Have you
seen the Gen
Less site? I
subscribe to
their
newsletter
and the
current issue
has some tips
for using
other forms
of transport.
You may also
like to check
out the EECA
site. They’re
currently running a campaign about short car trips.

Is now a good time to investigate sustainable transport
options? Check out “transport” at Enviroschools.org
One of our Regional Councils Long Term Plan consultation
topics is on demand public transport. See the website for
more information on all the topics and to have your say.

Otane School in their mara
Harvesting kai and thinking
about ways they can
further develop their mara
is one topic on top for
Otane School in Central
Hawke’s Bay. They have
also been cleaning out the
shade house as part of
their next steps. This has
turned up all sorts of
interesting bugs
'Lunch in Schools' has
identified a challenge with
compostable waste. They
have about 80 trays a day and last week they experimented with
soaking the trays and ripping them up into small pieces and
putting them into a brick maker. Watch this space to see if they
have success with this! How to make paper bricks this is from
Youtube, maybe Otane students can make a video if their bricks
are successful
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Step Inside the Circle

Wairoa Update

Hastings Intermediate Camp
at Hinetemoa Marae, Waimārama

Wairoa Primary – Vision Map

Enviroschools recently went along and supported this camp
with games and activities connected to conversations around
climate change, sustainability and kaitiakitanga.
The sessions began with the students contributing their
knowledge which gave the opportunity to take one step inside
the circle as a form of mihi, contribution and acknowledgement
of their experiences.
The provocation - to create a bird’s nest, and to become the
guardian and care for the eggs. To be kaitiaki for the young
birds when they emerge from the egg. The students built nests
containing recycling systems, pēpēha, waterways, mountains,
and tree planting habitats.
Another scenario … students discovered an archaeological site
which contained Moa eggs about to hatch. Haast Eagles were
circling, and students had to urgently protect and become
kaitiaki of this taonga, this sacred treasure. This in turn led to Te
ara, pathways of wildlife corridors for the unhatched Moa eggs
and each nest was also given extra protection from severe
climate warnings.
The teacher's feedback was that this type of action based
imaginative learning was fantastic, amazing, and engaged all
students. The pages of their camp journals were full of
reflection from the day’s activities.

The 2021 Enviroteam at Wairoa Primary have been busy sharing
ideas on stick-it notes to add to their Vision Map. They have a
special plan for their Pohutukawa tree to become the backdrop
to a memorial seat/peace seat dedicated to a stunning student
who was in the envirogroup last year but passed away after a
car accident in June 2020.
Their other ideas, building on the 2020 draft, includes a shade
house to be built; working with the Wairoa Ngahere Community
Nursery; more fruit trees to plant, workshops to make beeswax
wraps … the list is expanding rapidly. Turangawaewae is the
school enquiry context for learning this year.

Up the road is Ruakituri School
Their Enviroschools action is ramping thanks to a new Principal.
They are also excited to be working alongside a new local
catchment group.
On March 3 both groups got together for water testing the local
awa near school. This location was last tested by students in
2012. The same spot revealed more silt, but other indications
were a healthy waterway.
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