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A topsy turvey term two 

It has certainly been different for us all! This newsletter will 
cover off some of actions from across our region - what 
happened during lockdown and some of the activities since.  

We enjoyed preparing some online resources that we shared 
with our network of schools and eces. In this newsletter we 
get to see some of the work students at Nuhaka and 
Twyford Schools worked on during level 4. 

Meetings via zoom 
What’s not to love 

To be honest it was a really good way to stay in touch. Initially 
we were checking in two to three times a week. We all had 
different home situations and they were the priority.  The team 
stayed productive and kept in touch with our teachers. 

National Hui via zoom 
Another first!  

Just when you think you are off to Tamaki Makaurau to share 
with the national Enviroschools network, you’re not! 

From Hawke’s Bay our school facilitation team, as well as some 
of our ece facilitators from the Napier and Heretaunga 
Kindergarten Associations were planning to attend.  

Instead, it was Earth Day Wednesday 22 April. We had 120 
facilitators, regional coordinators and national team members 
in the day long zoom. For me it came at a perfect time in 
lockdown.  

 

We were guided through the day with opportunities to stop, 
take a breath and to think about our decisions for the health 
and wellbeing of ourselves, our whanau and our wider 
communities.  

Two guest speakers presented – Heidi Mardon, Toimata CE and 
Niki Harré, Auckland University.  

Heidi left us with the question - What is our vision of 
education? 
...what does it look like, feel like? 
 ... who are the learners? 
 ... who are the teachers? 
 ... where is it happening? 
 ... how is it happening? 
... how is it different from what we have? 
...  ? 

Niki’s presentation was entitled – (Growing a sustainability 
culture in schools (and beyond?))  – She shared findings of the 
sustainability practices at Western Springs College. Check out 
their website for more information. 

I liked her ideas on working with clusters of people, bringing 
together the teachers and schools who are examples of strong, 
positive action for sustainability to work with ones who may be 
struggling or just need a boost. Creating a positive feedback 
loop!  

The Enviroschools kaupapa is never more relevant – we are 
creating a happy, peaceful sustainable world teaching and 
learning together. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Did you know Enviroschools has a significant reach across our country. There are over 1,300 early childhood education (ECE) 
centres and schools as part of our network. We are one of 16 regions who make up the nationwide Enviroschools network.  Each 

region has a regional coordinator as well as facilitators, and we are supported by the national Enviroschools team. We are here to 
support you and your school create a sustainable future. 

 

https://westernsprings.school.nz/category/sustainability/
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To get in touch email sally.chandler@hbrc.govt.nz  or contact your facilitator – Jenni in Wairoa enviroschoolsnhb@gmail.com – 
Amy in CHB enviroschoolchb@gmail.com – Sonya in Napier & Hastings enviroschoolshb@gmail.com  

Wycliffe Ngā Tamariki 
Kindergarten Napier 

 

The latest kindergarten to join the 
Enviroschools programme 
 

Kathy Malone, relieving Headteacher at Wycliffe Ngā 
Tamariki Kindergarten (part of Napier Kindergartens) is 
excited to be leading her team at the beginning of their 
official Enviroschool’s journey. Kathy has really appreciated 
how helpful the recently published Enviroschools in the Early 
Years’ book has been to guide their planning. Kathy 
commented; ‘The new Early Years book along, with the 
Enviroschools website has meant we can make sense of the 
Kaupapa and self-manage our own learning more easily.’  
 
The team are fortunate to have Kathy as she is also 
a  trained Enviroschools facilitator with NKA. Already there 
are plans to purchase Nude Food lunchboxes for Tamariki; 
undertake a waste audit and strengthen their ‘reduce, reuse 

and recycle’ systems. 
 
 

A feature of the tikanga 
at Wycliffe Ngā  
Tamariki  kindergarten is 
their passion for teaching 
children empathy 
through the care of 
animals and the living 
world.  We look forward 
to hearing more about 
their progress - Kia Kaha 
Kathy and the team. 

 

 

 

Napier Kindergartens’ get in on zoom 

It has become a regular weekly one hour zoom session open to 
all Napier Kindergartens’ (NKA) teachers. It is providing a 
regular, informal platform for  teams to share their ideas and 
enthusiasm.  

Thank you to Eileen Kennedy, Education Manager at Napier 
Kindergartens’ for providing this update.  

Sherwood Schools Yummy Honey 
What an absolute pleasure it was to spend the morning at 
Sherwood school bottling up fresh warm honey from their 
beehives. The school decided to get bees to help pollinate 
the fruit trees in their orchard… what a cool idea!!! The 

tamariki enjoyed guessing 
the weight of the honey 
extracted and once it was 
sieved, they got to fill their 
beautifully decorated jars 
to take home to their 
whanau. I enjoyed reading 
all of their descriptive 
writing which followed 
with honey on toast for 
morning tea, delicious. 
Great mahi Sherwood and 
many thanks for my 
special jar of honey.  

Thanks Amy, CHB 
Facilitator.  

 

Mrs Morrison and her students pouring honey into the vat.  

mailto:sally.chandler@hbrc.govt.nz
mailto:enviroschoolsnhb@gmail.com
mailto:enviroschoolchb@gmail.com
mailto:enviroschoolshb@gmail.com
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Lockdown Mahi 
Living Landscapes  

 

Nuhaka School share some of their level 4 
mahi 

We were happy to share online Enviroschools resource 
opportunities with our schools during level 4. Thanks for 
sharing with us Nuhaka School.  

Maddie in the photo above, is creating her leaf litter garden, 
which is one activity students were encouraged to undertake as 
part of their Living Landscapes action. They discussed their 
findings and provided photographic evidence, and then 
presented their work via powerpoint. Nice work Nuhaka 
students! 

Desi collected seeds, planted them up, and prepared labels. 

 

 

Enviroschools Hawke’s Bay wouldn’t be possible without 
our funders. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT. 

 

Twyford School share some of their level 4 
mahi 

Thanks for sharing Louise Parker, Twyford School, Hastings. 

 

 

Mayfair Kindergarten, Hastings 
Practicing Manaakitanga and whanaungatanga  

Mayfair Kindergarten are one of sixteen kindergartens with the 
Heretaunga Kindergarten Association and we are a Green-Gold 
Enviroschool.  

One of our kindergarten practices this month, after returning 
from the Covid 19 closure, is Manaakitanga.  For us this means 
to support, to take care of, and to be generous.  

A new initiative is to provide healthy lunches four days a week 
for our tamariki.  This links to our Enviroschools vision, 
especially the guiding principle of “Learning for Sustainability” 
where whānau, teachers and tamariki work in partnership to 
look for alternative solutions for improving sustainability. We 
believe that by providing a healthy lunch time meal we are 
supporting the health and wellbeing of our tamariki which in 
turn leads to positive learning outcomes for all.  

 

If you have something to share with our network 
via this newsletter or on the national Enviroschools 
website then please get in touch we would love to 

hear from you. 
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Mayfair Kindergarten 

Another focus this term has been with our kaupapa of 
whanaungatanga. We welcome whānau to come and spend 
time in our kindergarten environment and to know that we are 
a community of learners, where everyone’s knowledge, 
contributions and perspectives are valued and respected. 

Janine Curran, Enviroschools facilitator & teacher Mayfair 
Kindergarten, Hastings. 

The tables are set for tamariki to enjoy their lunch. 

Can fashion be sustainable? 
While we constantly think about ways of minimising our use of 
plastics, have you ever considered the impact of clothing on our 
environment? You may be surprised with what you find. We are 
pleased to share this article with you. Sustainability vs Fashion.  

You may also like to check out the Aotearoa Ethical Fashion 
Guide.  

New Resources 
We have two new Enviroschools handbooks 

Katie Higgins, our early 
childhood lead from the 
National team, among others, 
has produced the long 
awaited Enviroschools in the 
Early Years handbook and the 
feedback has been amazing.  

Following this has been the 
very recent release of an 
updated Enviroschools 
Handbook. These are being 
delivered to each of our 
schools by your facilitator. 

What’s coming up  
Climate Action Camp can still go ahead at 
the start of term 4.   

We would still love to host you and some of your students at 
Guthrie Smith for a two-day one-night camp.   

We had great interest earlier in the year and I hope those 10 
schools are still able to come. 

Thursday 15 and Friday 16 October starting at 10.30 am and 
finishing at approximately 1.00 pm the next day. 

You can register your interest by emailing 
sally.chandler@hbrc.govt.nz 

Plastic Free July  
Websites we like – wasteminz nz and plasticfreejuly.org  

July is Biosecurity month   

Do you know what predators are 
in your school grounds? Are you 
trapping them! 

The New Zealand Biosecurity 
Awards recognise and celebrate 
outstanding contributions to 
protecting our country. Did you 
know there is a new school 
category? Check out the link. 

https://slcgreenblog.com/2019/11/21/sustainability-vs-fashion/
https://www.tearfund.org.nz/Get-Involved/Ethical-Fashion-Guide.aspx
https://www.tearfund.org.nz/Get-Involved/Ethical-Fashion-Guide.aspx
mailto:sally.chandler@hbrc.govt.nz
https://www.wasteminz.org.nz/2020/06/plastic-free-july-aotearoa-2020/
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
https://www.thisisus.nz/biosecurity-awards/criteria/
https://www.thisisus.nz/biosecurity-awards/criteria/

