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PROJECT UPDATE July 2017

PROGRESS UPDATE 
Work is progressing well with the focus on delivering the 
project on time and to budget.

We have now had our first connection group meeting with 
some great ideas shared and a tour of the site. Thank you to 
everyone that attended.

The tour of the site showed the team’s commitment to 
managing the environmental aspects of the work, the great 
progress to date along with the challenges of working on a 
wetland site.

You will notice work being completed during the weekends. 
This is in an effort to ensure we deliver this project on time 
and reflects the team’s commitment to the project. We’re 
also mindful of the need to ensure we minimise our impact 
on road users, so the more we can get done outside of peak 
traffic flows, the better.

Airport Link Road
You can now see the new alignment starting to look like a 
road with the first layer of pavement completed from the 
ABB building through to the Pump Road intersection. There 
is still a lot of work to complete but you will now see work 
has started to construct the new concrete path/cycleway and 
drainage swales. Shortly we will be starting further pavement 
construction.

Watchman Road
You will notice a yellow floating fence along the perimeter of 
Watchman Road. This is the silt curtain which extends one 
metre below the water level to prevent sediment discharge 
into the wetlands.

A small amount of rock work has been completed. This was 
to allow drilling rigs access for geotechnical investigation 
to confirm the design of the future works to construct the 
proposed Watchman Road. Investigation work is expected 
to be completed shortly, followed by construction of the rock 
foundation for the future road.

The team has completed the majority of the relocation of 
the sea rushes to the outer boundaries of the new causeway. 
This was a challenging task requiring operators to walk their 
excavators out into the water to place the rushes. This looks 
great and overall was a good ‘win’ for the team.
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If you have questions about this project, contact:

Mike Job
Higgins Contractors Ltd
P: 06 834 1586
E: m.job@higgins.co.nz

or visit www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/sh2-watchman-road-intersection/ 

SH2 roundabout
The temporary roundabout is working well with people 
complimenting the improved safety it has provided and others 
wondering if that was the final product. It is a great roundabout 
but there is a better one to come.

A large team is working to complete it prior to Christmas to 
provide a safe intersection for everyone over this busy time. 
Work to date has included clearing of the site, installation of 
underground services including street lights ducting, drainage 
and pavement work. We are striving to complete work outside 
of the current traffic lanes to maintain our overall plan not to 
create traffic delays during its construction.

The construction of the new scrape lakes within the wetlands 
is looking good. The earthworks team are working within a very 
challenging siteand have come up with some creative methods 
– including the use of a stacker to conveyor the materials into 
place.

All in all it is really starting to come together.

GOOD RESULTS
The majority of the relocation of the sea rushes has been 
completed with success. We always have a plan but you 
never know exactly how it might work out. In this case it 
has worked better than expected and the newly positioned 
sea rushes look great.

There’s been plenty of interest about the scrape lake 
– especially because it’s a fair distance from the main 
construction works.  Because it’s not immediately obvious 
what’s happening there, we’re sending some information to 
Hawke’s Bay Today to get the word out a bit more widely – 
so keep an eye out for this.

Erdinc Atalay
NZ Transport Agency
P: 06 953 6063
E: erdinc.atalay@nzta.govt.nz

Early progress of the construction of the scrape lakes.

STAGE PROGRESS TENTATIVE COMPLETION
Airport Link Road September 2017

Watchman Road May 2018

SH2 roundabout 20% November 2017

Scrape lakes 70% August 2017
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