
Lake Waikareiti 

 

Key Cultural Values  

Spiritual Values 

Mahinga kai, Pā tuna 

Pā, Kāinga 

Table 1: List of documents reviewed  

Year  Name Author 

1999 Rangahaua Whanui District 4: Te Urewera, Waitangi Tribunal Rangahaua Whanui Series  Anita Miles  

2001 Lake Waikaremoana and District Scoping Report Waitangi Tribunal 

2009 Wai 894: Te Urewera Waitangi Tribunal Report Waitangi Tribunal 

2010 Wai 894: Te Urewera Pre-publication, Part 2 Waitangi Tribunal 

2011 Ngai Tāmanuhiri Deed of Settlement documents Ngai Tāmanuhiri and the Crown 

2013 Tūhoe Deed of Settlement documents  Tūhoe and the Crown 

2014 Waikaremoana Power Scheme: Environmental Report Genesis Energy 

2015 Wai 894: Te Urewera Pre-publication, Part 6 Waitangi Tribunal 

2016 Iwi and hapū of Te Rohe o Te Wairoa Deed of settlement + documents schedule Iwi and Hapū of Te Rohe o Te 
Wairoa and the Crown. 

2018 http://www.ngaituhoe.iwi.nz/te-urewera-management Tūhoe 

 

 

 

 



Discussion 

Purpose of report 

1. The purpose of this report is to assist the RPC members to determine whether any of the cultural values 
associated with Lake Waikareiti are outstanding for the purposes of the National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management (NPSFM). 

2. This report presents the summarised findings of the cultural values attributed to Lake Waikareiti in those 
documents referred to in Table 1, above. For clarification, Lake Waikareiti has been identified as potentially 
outstanding for the cultural value set only. In accordance with decisions made by the RPC in May 2018, this 
report does not discuss the recreation, landscape and ecology values associated with Lake Waikareiti.    

3. The report summarises the values into a series of categories. It is recognised that isolating the values into 
categories can be problematic from a Māori worldview and many of the values are part of a narrative that 
doesn’t fit neatly into categories. However, the intention is not to take a reductionist or isolated approach 
to cultural values but to try and gain an appreciation of their significance and the level of detail available to 
progress a plan change. In preparing the reports, it became obvious that all water bodies are part of a 
wider cultural landscape that weaves people and the environment into a rich history of cultural and 
spiritual association.    

4. Ultimately, the Regional Planning Committee will need to decide what the appropriate threshold is for 
outstanding cultural values. Any objectives, policies or rules that are proposed to support outstanding 
waterbodies will be subject to scrutiny and potential challenges by those who may be affected by a plan 
change.  

Overview  

5. Lake Waikareiti is a taonga of Tūhoe, Ngāti Ruapani and Ngāti Kahungunu. 

6. The cultural values and associations for Lake Waikareiti are closely linked to those of Lake Waikaremoana. 
Both were important seasonal food sources and strategic locations in the relationships between Tūhoe, 
Ngāti Ruapani and Ngāti Kahungunu. 

7. In 1954, the catchment areas of Lake Waikaremoana, Lake Waikareiti and other Crown reserves were 
gazetted as a national park. The lake bed and Māori enclaves were not included in the park gazetting. 

8. Recently, Te Urewera ceased to be a national park and is vested in itself as its own legal identity. The 
purpose is to establish and preserve in perpetuity a legal identity and protected status for Te Urewera for 
its intrinsic worth, its distinctive natural and cultural values, the integrity of those values, and for its 
national importance. 

Location  

9. Lake Waikareiti is a smaller lake situated 4 km to the north of Lake Waikaremoana. Lake Waikareiti is 
significantly higher than Lake Waikaremoana, with the land between them rising to 460 metres, making 
Lake Waikareiti the highest lake in the North Island. 

10.  The location and extent of Lake Waikareiti can be seen in Figures 1 and 2 below. 

               
        Figure 1: Lake Waikareiti                               Figure 2: Waikareiti to the northeast of Waikaremoana 



Cultural values * 

 Importance   

11. Lake Waikareiti is a taonga of Tūhoe, Ngāti Ruapani and Ngāti Kahungunu.  

12. The cultural values and associations for Lake Waikareiti are closely linked to those of Lake Waikaremoana. 
Both were important seasonal food sources and strategic locations in the relationships between Tūhoe, 
Ngāti Ruapani and Ngāti Kahungunu. There are less specific references to Lake Waikareiti in the literature 
but Lake Waikaremoana and Lake Waikareiti are often mentioned together. 

13. Tāngata whenua now provide a leadership role in the management of the natural resources of Lake 
Waikareiti.  Prior to Te Urewera Act, the Lake Waikareiti area of Te Urewera National Park was identified as 
having some of the most important biodiversity values within the Park and is one of the highest priorities 
for conservation management in DOC’s Central North Island Region. Tāngata whenua were undertaking 
field delivery of the management programmes. Tūhoe are continuing this work within the recently formed 
Te Urewera framework.  

Spiritual Values  

14. Colonies of kawau (bird/shag) at Lake Waikareiti and Lake Waikaremoana were spiritually significant to 
Tūhoe because of their ‘guardian-like activities’. 

 Mahinga kai  

15. Raumahehe (known as kōaro (whitebait) elsewhere), an important part of the traditional Tūhoe diet, was 
taken from Lake Waikareiti.  

 Pa, Kāinga, ara  

16. The eastern Urewera contained fewer kāinga and pā but there were exceptions. Even in the harsh climate 
around Lake Waikareiti, communities had maintained a presence for seasonal use. 

 Archaeology   

17. There are no recorded archaeology sites in close proximity. 

 Statutory Acknowledgement Area of Interest  

18. Tūhoe’s Area of Interest and Te Rohe o Wairoa’s Area of Interest, can be seen in Figures 3 and 4, 
respectively.  

                    
       Figure 3: Tūhoe Area of Interest                                                         Figure 4: Te Rohe o Wairoa Area of Interest 
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Typewritten Text
* The HBRC and authors of this report are aware there are numerous areas, including waterbodies, where two or more iwi groups have agreed, shared interests and/or contested overlapping claims within the Hawke's Bay region. The information presented in this report is not intended to imply any exclusive rights over particular waterbodies for one or more iwi groups, nor does it confirm the validity of the claims of any group(s) over that waterbody. The information is solely for the purpose of recording important cultural and spiritual values identified by iwi groups in the region as sourced from existing published documents.



Resource Management Plans  

19. The following tables list any relevant resource management plans developed by iwi/hapū, the regional 
council or territorial authorities. The tables include any specific provisions that apply to Lake Waikareiti. 
They do not include all of the general policies or rules that may apply. Water quality and water quantity 
provisions have been included as it is recognised that these aspects can significantly impact on cultural 
values.  

Wairoa District Plan  

Significant Lakes and Rivers (Schedule 5) 

 




