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Information Sheet
IMPROVING THE TUKITUKI

Hawke’s Bay Regional Investment Company Ltd is a
Council Controlled Trading Organisation of Hawke’s Bay Regional Council

The information set out above is based on specifi c assumptions and does not comprise fi nancial advice to any person.
Recipients should seek appropriate professional advice tailored to their own circumstances before making any investment decision.

What is a phosphorus priority catchment?
A priority catchment is an area where the in-stream concentration of 
dissolved reactive phosphorus (DRP) is greater than the target level. 
These catchments are signifi cant contributors of phosphorus in the 
Tukituki River, outside of existing point sources such as the Waipawa 
and Waipukurau sewage schemes. The map above shows the priority 
sub-catchments in red.

What causes them?
There are a number of contributing sources and, to some degree, 
each sub-catchment is different. However, farming is a signifi cant 
contributor through stock contamination of waterways, soil erosion 
and inappropriate fertiliser use.

Why is phosphorus a problem?
High levels of phosphorus is one of the main causes of excessive slime 
and algae within the main stem of the Tukituki River (see Information 
Sheet 2.0 - Managing Slime and Algae).

What can we do about it?
The fi rst step is to identify phosphorus sources in each sub-catchment. 
This will ensure that any action taken to reduce phosphorus levels is 
targeted and cost-effective.

As these investigations continue, HBRC will be working with the 
community (including local landowners, iwi, and primary sector 
industries) to fi nd the best way of addressing the specifi c water 
quality issues of each sub-catchment. Work will begin in Papanui. 

Under the proposed Tukituki Plan Change 6, every landowner with 
holdings greater than four hectares within a priority sub-catchment 
will be required to implement a phosphorus management plan. 

The HBRC land management team will provide assistance to farmers 
in these areas though a series of fi eld days and workshops. They will 
also be working with primary industry groups to help land owners 
develop their individual plans.

For further information call Warwick Hesketh or Kate McKinnon at 
HBRC’s Waipawa offi ce on (06) 857 8060 or email warwick@hbrc.
govt.nz or kate@hbrc.govt.nz
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