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It’s weird to say but I think someone forgot to turn off March. Alternatively April suffered a serious 
identity crisis. The resemblance was uncanny. 

Both March and April had roughly 40% of normal rainfall for their respective months. Both had an 
average daytime temperature of about 20°C. April took on the persona of its hot neighbour, making a 
leap in temperature of 2°C above normal to achieve it. I’ve only ever taken on the persona of a dweeb.

But that’s making light of a situation that now sees a lack of rainfall plague a good chunk of the region 
for five months and river flows quietly suffer. They were well down on April averages, as were soil 
moisture levels except in the very far north. Below normal was the dominant theme of April’s 
groundwater levels. Below normal across the board is a woeful scorecard and even A+ temperatures 
seem like a spiteful poke in the eye when you’re short of water to stimulate growth.

Kathleen Kozyniak
Principal Scientist - Climate and Air



March all over again. Same lack of rainfall, same 
temperature.

This is a summary of the regions rainfall, river flows, 
ground water, air quality and soil moisture levels. 
Data and images provided by HBRC. 

May to July Forecast
Temperature Near or above average
Rain Near or below normal
River flows Near or below normal
Soil moisture Near or below normal

source : NIWA

For more information
www.hbrc.govt.nz
P: 06 835 9200

SUMMARY April 2021

http://www.hbrc.govt.nz/


RAINFALL

Well below normal. No cloud to ground lightning strikes 
(except out to sea).

Lightning counts come from the Blitzortung.org 
lightning network to which HBRC contributes. 

Percentage of normal April rainfall 
(30 year average)

For areas in the region:
Waikaremoana 64%
Northern HB 45%
Tangoio 37%
Kaweka 33%
Ruahine 39%
Heretaunga Plains 32%
Ruataniwha Plains 39%
Southern HB 31%
Hawke’s Bay Region                              40%



TEMPERATURES

Stonking.

Mean Difference from Normal
Maximum Temperature: 2.0 °C
Minimum Temperature: 0.3 °C

Mean Daily Maximum: 20 °C
Mean Daily Minimum: 8°C
Highest Daily: 30.6°C
Location: Wairoa North Clyde EWS 
Lowest Daily: -1.8 °C
Location: Ongaonga 



RIVER FLOW

Percentage of average April flows 
for areas in the region:

Northern Coast – Mahia 34% 
Northern HB – Hangaroa River 12%
Northern HB – Wairoa River 19%
Northern HB – Waiau River 30%
Mohaka 41% 
Esk-Central Coast 39% 
Tūtaekuri 25% 
Karamu 36% 
Ngaruroro – Kuripapango 47% 
Ngaruroro – Chesterhope 20% 
Southern Coast 50% 
Tukituki – Tukipo River 9%
Tukituki – Tukituki River 12%
Porangahau 0%
Hawke’s Bay Region 27%



GROUNDWATER & SOIL MOISTURE

Soil Moisture: Below normal.

Current state of Groundwater levels:
This report compares groundwater levels in April with historic readings to 
evaluate current conditions. To assess these conditions, we have grouped 
groundwater levels at each well relative to their monthly percentiles.

Groundwater levels measuring between their monthly minimum and 25th 
percentile are considered below-normal, groundwater levels measuring 
between the 25th and 75th percentiles are classed as normal, and 
groundwater levels measuring between the 75th-maximum are 
considered above-normal. Wells with less than 5 years of record are 
excluded from the analysis.



LONGER FORECAST

We can effectively wave goodbye to La Niña and start welcoming neutral conditions.
Little seems to change in the pattern of weather yet though. Lower than normal pressures still 
linger to the northwest, higher to the southeast and we lie in a “near-normal” zone. It’s likely to 
see winds flip between northeast and southwest, the latter possibly more so in July. 

Temperatures over the next three months are expected to be near or above normal and rainfall 
near or below normal. It would be a real tonic for the region if unsettled weather during the 
second week of May got us heading down the “near normal” track. 

Kathleen Kozyniak
Principal Scientist - Climate and Air


