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April 2018

Below average rainfall on a region-wide basis seems a distant memory. We haven’t achieved it yet this 
year, April included. Rainfall for the month was again above normal but thankfully minus the dramatic 
downpours seen in March. River flows couldn’t be much closer to normal and all that rain is filtering 
through well-watered soil into our aquifers. Daytime temperatures in April hit above average 
status…just… and overnight temperatures gave it a decent nudge. A treat in store for next month is the 
start of air quality reporting and though it’s probably been a mission of late, you’ll be doing me (and 
yourself) a favour if you can keep any firewood you have dry.

Kathleen Kozyniak
Principal Scientist Climate and Air



SUMMARY – April 2018

The short summary 
Plenty of rain and mild temperatures

This is a summary of the regions rainfall, 
river flows, ground water, air quality and 
soil moisture levels. Data and images 
provided by HBRC.

May to July
Temperature Near or above average
Rain Near or above normal
River flows Near or above normal
Soil moisture Near or above normal
(source : NIWA) 

For more information
www.hbrc.govt.nz
P: 06 835 9200

http://www.hbrc.govt.nz/


RAINFALL

Rainfall – Above normal for all and 55 lightning 
strikes (cloud to ground).

Lightning counts come from the Blitzorgtung.org lightning network to which 
HBRC contributes.

Percentage of normal April rainfall 
(30 year average)
For areas in the region:
Waikaremoana 129%
Northern HB 103%
Tangoio 121%
Kaweka 129%
Ruahine 137%
Heretaunga Plains 160%
Ruataniwha Plains 136%
Southern HB 114%
Hawke’s Bay Region 129%



TEMPERATURES

Scraped into the above normal range

Mean Difference from Normal
Maximum Temperature: 0.5°C
Minimum Temperature: 0.3°C

Mean Daily Maximum: 18°C
Mean Daily Minimum: 9°C

Highest Daily: 28.5°C
Location: Napier EWS

Lowest Daily: -2.8°C
Location: Taharua



RIVER FLOW

Percentage of average April flows 
for areas in the region:

Northern Coastal 91% 
Northern HB – Hangaroa River 72%
Northern HB – Wairoa River 92%
Northern HB – Waiau River 103%
Mohaka 88% 
Central Coastal 105% 
Tūtaekuri 99% 
Karamu 80% 
Ngaruroro - Upper 107% 
Ngaruroro - Lower 84% 
Southern Coastal 62% 
Ruataniwha Plains 135% 
Tukituki 75%
Southern HB 173%
Hawke’s Bay Region 98%



GROUNDWATER &
SOIL MOISTURE

Groundwater: 
Heretaunga basin – Mostly normal 
water levels with a mix of below 
normal and some record low 
scattered around the Plains.

Ruataniwha basin – Mostly normal 
water levels

Secondary basin – Mostly normal 
water levels

Soil Moisture
Above normal



MINISTRY OF PRIMARY 
INDUSTRIES

Pasture covers and fodder crops are looking good for winter. Pastoral farms in most areas of Hawke’s Bay had sufficient and reasonably 
regular rain over late summer and early autumn to produce good pasture growth. 

Warm weather alongside the rainfall increased the incidence of worm burdens, facial eczema and fly strike but the cold, wintry blast in mid-
April should have put an end to those. Although ewes would have gone to the ram in good condition, the resulting scanning and lambing 
percentages in spring may reflect some of these animal health challenges.
Store stock and replacement ewes have been trading at higher prices, making it a challenge for some farms to secure desired stock numbers 
to carry over winter.

Dairy farmers continue to enjoy a positive season and will not dry cows off until well into May/June to take advantage of the good pasture 
levels and milk price. About one-third of Hawke’s Bay dairy farms are winter-milking. Dairy cows are in good condition.

Settled weather over much of March and April helped ease the pressure of harvesting the region’s large apple crop with a shortage of 
labour. Grape crops did well in the warm, dry settled conditions from early March into April, making it easier for growers and winemakers to 
harvest varieties such as Chardonnay, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah at optimum ripeness and flavour.

Warm, humid conditions over summer with frequent thunderstorms delivering heavy rain have meant a variable season for some vegetable 
crops. Onions crops in particular suffered significant disease pressure which has impacted yield.
A prolonged heavy rain event on 8 March caused severe damage (slips, blocked access tracks and damaged fences and floodgates) on a 
small number of farms in an area around the Esk Valley, where flooding also impacted some horticultural blocks.



LONGER FORECAST

El Nino/La Nina conditions are in a neutral phase and should stay that way during winter but 
looking ahead into spring, the probabilities of an El Niño and neutral conditions even up. Both 
land and sea temperatures are expected to be near or above normal for the winter and likewise 
rainfall. Contributing to that is the prediction of lower than normal atmospheric pressure over the 
country suggesting some unsettled weather could be on the cards.
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