Reducing nutrient loss (Nitrogen and Phosphorus)

Test your soil before you fertilise it. Olsen-P is a measure of the more
mobile fraction of applied phosphorus (P) that is readily available to plants. It is
this type of P that is easily lost to water if not taken up by vegetation. Olsen-P
should be maintained at an economic and productive optimum, a higher level
indicates a risk of surplus P that could be lost to waterways. Test your soil before
you fertilise it.

As the Olsen-P increases above 20 mg/kg, the risk of phosphorus loss to
waterways increases sharply. So, if you don’t need Olsen P to be above 20 mg/kg
for production, then don’t be. There may be no benefit to production, it costs you
more, and there is a big cost to waterways.

Avoid applying nutrients when plants are not actively growing
(i.e. not between May and August), or when heavy rain is forecast

Winter crops can account for half of your farm’s annual nutrient losses - follow
best practice guidelines to minimise losses from this critical source area

Locate silage pits away from waterways

All else being equal, more stock units = more risk of nutrients lost

Reducing sediment loss

The greatest threats to stream health are
usually sediment and poor riparian management.
Exclude stock from waterways and plant along stream banks wherever practical

Incorporate buffer strips - thick grass or other heavily vegetated
areas - between waterways and tracks, lanes or any other sources
of sediment such as worked paddocks or winter crops

Discuss soil conservation techniques with your
Regional Council Catchment Advisor or FEMP provider

Do not position winter crops near waterways or on steep hills

Cultivate along the contour, not downhill

Reducing faecal contamination (E. coli)

E. coli in water is an indicator of bacteria from excrement.

Prevent direct stock access to waterways wherever practical

Faeces is concentrated on tracks, races, laneways, stockyards
and around woolsheds - manage these so runoff does not flow
straight into a waterway

Clean your septic tank regularly and
ensure it does not receive storm water

Don’t put offal pits near waterways

Stock exclusion (not
happening above) and
pole planting (below) are
two ways to help improve
water quality.



